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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

Dear Suburban Ski Club Members, 

 

Welcome to my first newsletter message as President of 

Suburban Ski Club. I look forward to meeting you here on 

these pages in the succeeding months. 

 

It goes without saying that our 2020 ski season was quite 

unusual, to say the least.  We started with very mild 

January weather which caused the cancellation of our 

inaugural Peek N Peak trip, followed by a Holiday Valley 

trip where it appeared from the posted pictures (I did not 

attend) that the green runs literally WERE green run - as 

in grass!  Conditions improved later in the month with the 

President’s Day trip to Holimont (my first time serving as 

trip leader), and then the weeklong Mammoth trip, which 

was fabulously led by Melinda Kellerstrass. We enjoyed 

great skiing conditions and mostly terrific weather.   

  

In February, we had several successful bus trips, including 

a second Holiday Valley trip, the two-day Holiday Valley/Bristol Mountain trip (once again led 

by Jack Ganz) and the weeklong Eastern trip to Sugarloaf and Sunday River led again by Joe 

Sullivan.   

 

March started off fine and dandy with our annual Skier Appreciation Trip to Holiday Valley on 

March 6th and then, BAM, the coronavirus pandemic ground the season to an abrupt halt.  I, along 

with others who signed up for the March Telluride trip, debated back and forth about whether to 

proceed with the trip. All of us got together in a long conference call on March 14th to discuss 

options. The tally was about 50% for going, 50% for bowing out because of COVID-19 

concerns.  However, the next day, the decision to cancel was made for us when all Western ski 

resorts were shuttered. 

  

Since then, I, along with the rest of the 2020-21 SSC new and returning officers, Executive Board 

members, and Trips and Tours Committee members, have started working on the 2021 

season.  Beth Silverman has done a fantastic job in getting our 2020 Telluride trip rescheduled for 

January 9 - January 16, 2021. As you read in Beth’s final message as President in the April 

newsletter, on March 25th we had what I believe is the first ever SSC Executive Board meeting 

held via ZOOM.  In that meeting Beth explained the rescheduling of the Telluride trip and we also 

began working on ideas for the eastern trip and a second Western trip.   
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We hope to have another ZOOM meeting in the coming weeks to continue the week-long trip 

planning and scheduling process, and to work on the bus trips as well as other goals and objectives 

we have laid out for the upcoming season, including growing membership, increasing the number 

of active members, and having more weekend skiing options for members who are working or in 

school.  We will keep you updated regarding these efforts through the newsletter, website, 

Facebook, and other communications.  

 

Later in these pages, you will find a photo essay on our trip to Maine.  I hope you will enjoy 

seeing some images of what turned out to be our final major trip of the season and that you will be 

able to have some positive feelings and be encouraged to look forward to better times. 

  

Obviously, the continuing COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact our plans for next season and 

it remains uncertain as to whether, when and under what conditions ski resorts will reopen.  The 

pandemic also affects our monthly meetings, our Eat Around Town (EAT) gatherings, and our 

other social events throughout the spring, summer and fall. Hopefully, we will be able to proceed 

with as many of these events as soon as possible.  As we proceed through this unprecedented time, 

I hope that everyone stays healthy and safe, and thinks positive thoughts about the rest of this year 

and next year’s ski season. 

 

Ron Friedberg 

president@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS  

 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in May. Our 

database of birthdays is far from complete. Please remember to enter your 

birthday when you renew your membership so we can include you in our 

birthday wishes.  

 

Mary Anthony (5/11), Steve Chmielewski 

(5/27), Stephanie Cole (5/27), Jerry Coleman 

(5/1), Harry Colfer (5/31), Marilyn Daley (5/27), 

Madelynn DiCillo (5/26), Joyce Goldsmith (5/31), Maggie 

Layman (5/13), Hal Leitch (5/4), Nancy Lukens (5/6), Jan 

Neumann (5/20), Ed Noss (5/9), Sue Siefert (5/21), Jack Stone 

(5/30), Steve Szilagyi (5/18) and Joe Toner (5/22). 
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

May, 2020 

 
In the midst of the pandemic, there are no EATs, other social events and outdoor outings scheduled.  

On the other hand, the Executive Board was able to hold an EB meeting via Zoom on March 25th 

and another one is being planned.   

 

 

 

 

SSC’s Trip to Maine 

February 23 - 29, 2020 
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This is an aerial view of the Jordan Hotel, our lodging for the week.  The outdoor swimming pool 

and hot tubs are on the left.  Just beyond them is the set of doors that allowed us to ski in and out.  

In the foreground is Slider’s restaurant and bar where we enjoyed a happy hour and a buffet dinner 

each evening.  See below for photos of some enthusiastic imbibers and diners.  

 

 

 

Some happy diners:  Standing 

are Mary and Bob Anthony 

with Ralph Dixon (seated). 

Robin Spooner is on the left.  

Robin was just told she cannot 

have dessert. Barely visible in 

the back is Chris Ujcich. 
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Andy Volcho and Wayne Miller 

are very happy.  They cleaned 

their plates and were permitted to 

have dessert. 

 

In the background is our Sunday 

River Group Rep, Taylor 

Danielson.  Taylor supplied some 

gifts which included the infamous 

balaclavas.  Read on for more on 

these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downstairs at the bar, attitude 

adjustment was sailing along with 

this large group:  From the left, 

Dona Kless, Don Haldi, Andy 

Volcho, Brad Carleton, Jennie 

Haldi and this time a smiling 

Robin Spooner with her glass of 

vino. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millennials were represented by 

this good-looking quartet:  From 

the left, Renee Bolon, Mat Uher, 

Eric Kless and Matt Laurich. 
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More Happy 

Hour 

participants:  

From the left, 

June Kelley,  

Unidentified 

Party Crasher, 

Barb Gibson 

and Barb Nagle 

(the two Barbie 

Girls), Ann 

McBrian and 

Andrea Peters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 

Photographer 

also caught 

this good-

looking couple 

at dinner.  

They would 

be Cliff & Pat 

Lewis 
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On Wednesday evening, we convened for a Cocktail Party in our suite:  Seated, from the left, 

John Hersch, Patrick McPhillips, Lynn Miller, Andrea Peters, Ron Turk, Wayne Miller, 

Dona Kless, Julia Rutkowski, Robin Spooner and Don Haldi.  Standing, from the left, Terrie 

Leske, June Kelley, Andy Volchko, Brad Carleton, Ralph Dixon, Elisa Budoff, Chris 

Ujcich, the camera-shy Melissa Zahoransky, Barb Gibson, Frank Bolon, Matt Laurich, Eric 

Kless, Renee Bolon, Jim Strain, Mat Uher, Bob Anthony, Mary Anthony, Ann McBrian, 

Barb Nagle and Joe Sullivan 

 

 

 

This trio of beautiful women were 

caught warming their glasses of 

wine in front of the fireplace.  From 

the left are Jennie Haldi, Mary 

Anthony and, finally, a frontal shot 

of Melissa Zahoransky.   
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Someone found this stuffed animal 

on the Trip Leader’s bed.  Here he 

tries to defend himself and explain 

why he needs an emotional 

support pet.  Dona Kless and Elisa 

Budoff are not buying his 

explanation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Terrorists tried to join the 

party wearing Sunday River 

balaclavas – or is it baklavas? One 

you eat and one you wear.  Which 

is which? 

 

The baklavas/balaclavas were 

gifts from Sunday River and those 

at the cocktail party tried to be 

creative with how to wear them. 

 

This quartet thought they were 

very stylish. From the left, they 

are Joe Sullivan, Don Haldi, 

John Hersch and Patrick 

McPhillips. 

 

BTW, the letters on the T-shirt 

are a quote from Ben Franklin: 

“Beer is proof that God loves us 

and wants us to be happy!” 
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First prize for creative use of the 

baklavas/balaclavas went to Julia 

Rutkowski. 

 

Did she make a fashion statement in the 

hot tub wearing her creation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But we did do 

some skiing!  

Here, with a 

stunning view of 

The Jordan in the 

background, 

Chris Ujcich 

shows us the way 

to the slopes. 
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One day we took our bus up to Sugarloaf 

for a day of skiing followed by dinner in 

the iconic Widowmaker Pub.  

  

The pub is located behind the upper 

windows you see in this photo and they 

afforded a grand view of the mountain.  

See below. 
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Dining at the Widowmaker are 

from the left, the TL, Jim Strain, 

Barb Nagle, Andrea Peters, Ann 

McBrian and June Kelley. 

 

Unfortunately, the famous giant 

pretzel was consumed before this 

picture was taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, because he has a lot 

of influence over the editor of this 

newsletter, we couldn’t keep 

what’s his name out of so many of 

these photos.  But the editor did 

want to show you that the 

Widowmaker is known for its great 

selection of beers. 

 

Here we see Terrie Leske on the 

left and Robin Spooner on the 

right sampling a couple of those 

great beers after a long day on the 

slopes of Sugarloaf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 Page 12 of 15 

 
This quintet is all set to carve some turns.  From the left are Ann McBrian, Andrea Peters, Pat 

Lewis, June Kelley and Wayne Miller. 

 

 

Taking a break from skiing are (from the left) Wayne Miller, Patrick McPhillips, Lynn Miller, 

Renee Bolon, Mat Uher, Frank Bolon, Andy Volchko, Jennie Haldi, John Hersch, Don 

Haldi, Eric Kless and Matt Laurich. 
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A closeup of 

the old and the 

new:  Wayne 

& Lynn 

Miller in the 

back with 

Renee Bolon 

and Mat Uher 

in the front. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another 

closeup. That’s  

Don Haldi on 

the left with 

Eric Kless.  

 

Eric told Don 

that when he 

gets older he 

hopes he can 

grow a 

mustache and 

have a great 

head of white 

hair just like 

Don. 
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What could be better than ending a great day of skiing with a soak in the hot tub?  Here we find 

(from the left) Melissa Zahoransky, Elisa Budoff, Ralph Dixon, Wayne Miller, Barb Gibson, 

Frank Bolon, Barb Nagle, Jennie Haldie, Andrea Peters and Andy Volchko. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some credits: 

Finally, we need to thank those who contributed the previous photos.  

Cliff Lewis took the group photo that was the lead for this photo essay.  

(Note Cliff is actually in the photo himself.  Clever guy that Cliff. Can 

you spot his black eye even from far away?  (See the April edition of this 

newsletter for an explanation)  

 

The editor knows that he may fail to credit everyone but there are three 

intrepid photographers who stand out for providing most of the previous 

photos.  Please turn the page and give them a hearty thank you. 
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John Hersch 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julia Rutkowski 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lynn Miller 


