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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

 

Dear Suburban Ski Club Member,  

 

We hope this October issue of Ski Trails finds you and your loved ones healthy and 

safe. 

 

As you know from previous newsletters, the content has been a little thin due to the 

effects of the pandemic.  There is really nothing in our Calendar of Events because 

we cannot hold any meetings or get together socially in large indoor gatherings. We 

are disappointed we could not do our annual Clambake last month and it looks like 

we cannot hold our yearly Holiday Party in December.  We had a Zoom membership 

meeting in September and it appears that will be the protocol for the balance of 2020. 

 

We know many of you have questions about skiing in 2021. So, for this issue we 

asked three people to write a few paragraphs about the status of ski trips.  In the 

following pages you can read Beth Silverman’s update on the western trip and my 

report on some possibilities for an eastern trip.  Then, Melinda Kellerstrass tells us 

what might happen for ski trips to local areas.  The bottom line is that we still have 

a lot of questions about what we can do but be assured we continue to work and be 

creative in examining possibilities.  What we do know is that this is going to be a 

very different ski season for us in 2021. 

 

In this issue you will also find a list of those on our Executive Board along with an 

Email address for each of them that you may want to use to contact them. 

 

Finally, this newsletter ends on a positive note with a photo essay on three SSC 

members who went on a camping adventure early in September.   

 

Watch for announcements of future SSC Zoom meetings. Stay safe and healthy.   

Joe Sullivan 

http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  
 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in October. 

Our database of birthdays is far from complete. Please remember 

to enter your birthday when you renew your membership so we 

can include you in our birthday wishes.  

 

Mark Bacon (10/16), Mary Kay Binder (10/3), 

Gordon Blackburn (10/21), Jerry Buck (10/13), 

Mike Burley (10/6), Patty Costigan (10/30), Jill Dixon (10/3), 

Judy Edinger (10/7), Jeanette Gabele (10/22), Barbara Gibson 

(10/8), Bill Hon (10/1), Lloyd Hughes (10/11), Sue James 

(10/10), Lori Katona (10/22), Richard Koletsky (10/30), 

Thomas Kraft (10/30), Pat Lewis (10/22), Tom Lukens (10/9), 

Lynn Miller (10/22), Greg Orlowski (10/9), Steve Richards 

(10/8), David Schuld (10/Please select), Linda Solnick (10/28), 

Robin Spooner (10/23), Donna Stefano (10/16), Friedrich 

Wolff (10/10), Betsy Yingling (10/29) and Melissa Zahoransky 

(10/9) 
 

 

 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
October - December, 2020 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Usually in this space we list the upcoming events for SSC.  Normally, our monthly 

membership meetings begin in September and you would see those dates along with 

other dates for the annual Clam bake, the Holiday Party and various Eat Around 

Town dinners. However, as you know, things are very different this year due to the 

pandemic and we are not able to schedule any of those events.   
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SOME GOOD NEWS 
[Editor’s Note:  The following is a repeat of something we published in our last 

issue.  It is truly some very good news for SSC members.] 

 

SSC’S EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

 
We thought we might remind you who is on our Executive Board and also give you a way to 

contact them with questions, suggestions etc. 

 

Ron Friedberg, President:  president@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

Maggie Layman, Vice President:  vp@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

Cliff Lewis, Vice President for Data Management:  cliff@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

Ann McBrian, Treasurer: treasurer@suburbanskiclub.org   

 

Pat Lewis, Secretary: secretary@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

Beth Silverman, Past President: past-president@suburbanskiclub.org   

 

Elisa Budoff, Member At Large: elisa@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

Melinda Kellerstrass, Member At Large:  melinda@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

Joe Sullivan, Member At Large:      joe@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

Suburban Ski Club Members should have received an Email from SSC’s Vice President for Data 

Management, Cliff Lewis.  Among many jobs Cliff does for SSC, he is our Webmaster, publishes 

the Directory and maintains our membership data base. In that latter capacity, Cliff has written 

an Email to the membership about the Executive Board’s recent decision to rescind dues for the 

upcoming year.  In case you missed it, here is what Cliff wrote: 

As you probably know, the outlook for the upcoming 2020-2021 season looks iffy because of the 

Covid-19 pandemic. We are looking for ways to hold some ski trips and other events, but we are 

limited as to how much we can do until the pandemic is safely behind us. 

Under the circumstances, you might be wondering whether it is worth renewing your membership 

for the coming season. Well, we have great news for you! The executive board has voted to extend 

all current members' status through the 2020-2021 season. Your record has already been revised 

to extend your membership until November, 2021. You do not need to do anything. 

If, for some reason, you would still prefer not to continue your membership, you can opt out by 

replying to this email or by contacting me at any time in the future. 

Cliff Lewis   cliffskier@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

mailto:president@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:vp@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:cliff@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:treasurer@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:secretary@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:past-president@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:elisa@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:melinda@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:joe@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:cliffskier@suburbanskiclub.org
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AN UPDATE ON PLANS FOR SKIING IN 2021 
 

 

THE 2021 WESTERN TRIP TO TELLURIDE 
 

 

As you can see, I am in the mood to write 

something about skiing.  Specifically, I want to 

update you on the western trip.  You may 

remember that the March 2020 trip to Telluride 

was cancelled.  After the cancellation, United 

Airlines extended vouchers for the airfare but 

required us to use them by January 2021.  So, 

reluctantly, we went ahead and scheduled the trip 

for January. 

 

At our Executive Board meetings and at our 

September membership meeting (all via Zoom), 

we talked about the possibly of moving the 

Telluride Trip to March 2021.  United Airlines 

has recently softened its position on when we can 

rebook our cancelled 2020 trip and just about 

everyone has said a later trip would be better. 

   

So that is what we have been looking into but the 

process of working out the changes has been slow 

and somewhat frustrating.  I think it is possible to make the change to March but I can’t say it is a 

done deal.  Once I have the details in place with some final pricing for a March trip, I will ask 

those who are already signed up last year to vote on a decision.  At that time, we will also open up 

the trip to others who wish to join us.  Our first priority will be to find replacements for those who 

paid for 2020 but can’t make it in 2021. 

 

For the past several years we have scheduled two western trips but with Covid-19 still unabated, 

the EB has decided it is best not to book a second trip in 2021.  If the situation changes, we will 

reconsider that decision and look for opportunities for another western trip. In the meantime, Joe 

Sullivan is investigating some possible eastern destinations for February that are within driving 

distance for members who are willing to drive themselves. 

 

This has been a difficult year for most of us and I know we are all itching for some skiing 

adventures in 2021.  Hang in there!  

 

In the meantime, if you have any ideas, I would love to hear them.  You can reach me at 

beth@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

Take care, 

 

Beth 

 

 

mailto:beth@suburbanskiclub.org
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THE EASTERN TRIP FOR 2021 

 
We have been running a week-long eastern trip for 

twelve years.  It has always been an all-inclusive 

trip at a bargain price.  The trips have been very 

successful and there are many SSC members who 

find that is suits their pocketbooks. So, before 

Covid-19, a trip in 2021 was very much on our 

minds. However, the virus has changed things 

dramatically and we have been investigating what 

might be possible in these new circumstances. 

 

The eastern trip has always involved bus 

transportation to and from the resort – and that is 

now a major stumbling block because of the virus.  

The consensus of the members of our Executive 

Board was that a long bus ride with about 35 people 

is too risky under current circumstances – and the 

EB was not confident this would change by the 

2021 ski season. An option being considered is to 

book the usual lodging, meals etc but have the 

members of the group transport themselves in 

personal cars.  

 

The date being investigated is the last week of February. The destination would be southern 

Vermont and the travel time would be much shorter than other eastern trips.  There are several 

attractive ski resorts in that area but the leading candidate is Mt. Snow.  The lodging there is very 

similar to where we stayed on previous trips to Attitash and Sunday River. 

 

The other thing we know is that all of the resorts being considered are still not able to offer anything 

definitive to groups re. pricing and availability of  rooms.  We have been told that they may have 

more information later this month. 

 

We should also mention that this trip needs to be scheduled around whatever is finally decided 

about the western trip to Telluride.  That trip has priority because money from last year’s 

cancelation was not completely refunded and we need to defer to whatever can be worked out with 

the airline and the resort. It might happen that the new Telluride date is not compatible with an 

eastern trip date for the last week in February. 

 

For fans of the eastern trip, please be assured that we will continue do our best to make an eastern 

trip happen. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or for the latest information. 

 

Joe Sullivan 

joe@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

 

 

 

mailto:joe@suburbanskiclub.org
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The SSC Executive Board has met several times 

over the summer to discuss skiing plans for our 2021 

season.  Given current conditions with Covid -19, 

the EB had some concerns about the safety of group 

bus travel and about what the ski resorts would be 

offering.  

 

After some discussion, the consensus of the EB was 

that we should not plan ski trips that involved travel 

by bus unless the situation changes dramatically. In 

addition, the EB decided to contact several of our 

local ski resorts to see what their plans and 

restrictions would be for the coming ski season.  

Based on what we found out our plan, at this time, 

is to offer a few meet-up, carpool ski events 

throughout the season.   

 

While each resort has a few variations, the general 

policies are as follows: 

 
NY resorts:   

• Lodge limited to 50% capacity’ no hanging out; come in only to eat and use restrooms  

• No leaving gear in the resort lodge 

• Mask must be worn even when skiing (can be scarf, balaclava etc.) 

• No sharing lift except when with family 

• Group rate will apply to 15 or more 

• Need group rep to purchase tickets 

• Let group sales know 1 week prior 

 

EB Mtg results: 

We will watch weather and health updates and schedule a few meet-up trips to PnP and HV.  If we 

get enough people, we will organize for a group rate.  Each person will be responsible for providing 

their own transportation and lodging (if desired). You will need to pay cash or check to the SSC 

trip rep for group rate lift ticket.  Note that if not enough people show up, you will need to pay the 

full price.  We will try to organize well in advance.  Watch for emails and notices on our face-book 

page, the newsletter and SSC website. This is a work in process and we will give you updates as 

details become available.  

 

The 2021 season is a big ? but SSC is doing its best to provide some skiing opportunities.  Just note that 

they will be more impromptu than in years past. Look to join us in one of our upcoming zoom membership 

meetings for further updates as they proceed.  We are encouraging members to plan their own meet-ups as 

well.  We will be offering a tutorial on how to post in the forum of our website during one of our future 

club zoom meeting.  

 

If you have questions, concerns or would like to provide some input, please feel free to contact any 

Executive Board member.  Also note that we are still in need of someone to spearhead the local trips. If 

interested, please contact Ron or one of our EB members   

 

Melinda Kellerstrass 
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SUBURBAN SKI CLUB GOES CAMPING 

 

On Sept 8 -10th, three adventurous SSC members went on a camping trip to Mohican 

State Park. The trio included June Kelley, Melinda Kellerstrass and Robin 

Spooner. There was hiking, biking, campfires and great times with some good 

friends.  Look for more SSC camping events next year probably organized by these 

dedicated campers.  In the meantime, enjoy the following photos. 

 

 

The Campsite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The three 

campers, 

(from the left, 

June Kelley, 

Robin 

Spooner and 

Melinda 

Kellerstrass) 

get their bikes 

ready to 

realize their 

dreams 
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Above, June Kelley (on the left) and Robin Spooner get in some relaxation while 

tubing on the river. 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin has always aspired to the higher 

things in life. 
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Melinda got up from her chair to take this photo of June and Robin at the campfire.  

She noted that June is always looking out for her friends and provided some 

“Scoop Away” for their convenience. 
 

 

 

 


