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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

Dear Suburban Ski Club Members, 

 

As this year’s most unusual ski season winds down, 

and we look forward to Spring and Summer and, 

hopefully, a return to some normalcy in our lives, we 

remain active in putting together plans for next year’s 

ski season.  Beth Silverman and Joe Sullivan are 

continuing to gather pricing for possible destinations 

along with information on possible accommodations 

and other details for next year’s Western and Eastern 

trips.  

 

We needed to postpone an Executive Board meeting 

and the membership zoom meeting in March because 

proposals were slow in coming from tour operators. 

However, as soon as we have sufficient information regarding these trips, we will 

share it with club members. The plan is to have the Executive Board and the Trips 

and Tours Committee first review the possibilities and then schedule a zoom meeting 

with the membership so you can have some input on those major trips. We also hope 

to resume our normal one and two-day bus trip schedule next season. 

 

As for the remainder of this year, we hope that, with increased vaccinations and 

warmer weather, we can get together for some of the club’s traditional non-skiing 

activities, such as Eat Around Towns, biking and kayaking, meet-ups, the annual 

clambake, in-person membership meetings (outdoors or indoors) and a holiday 

party.  If and to the extent that we can put together these events safely, we plan to 

do so.  Stay tuned… 

 

In the meantime, in the remainder of these pages, please read the comments from 

Melinda Kellerstrass on possible outdoor activities. You should also check out  

Cliff Lewis’s article on discounted Epic passes and, if you are a senior (65+), pay 

particular attention to the real bargain offering ($85) on a pass for local skiing. 

http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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There is also a report on the election results from the absentee voting last month. 

 

Please enjoy the photo essay on pages 6 – 12 which captures some of the skiing, 

both locally and out-of-town, that some SSC members were able to enjoy this 

unusual season.   

 

Finally, our club members extend their condolences to Melinda Kellerstrass on the 

loss of her father.  An “In Memoriam” appears on the final page of this newsletter. 

 

Take care, continue to stay healthy and safe, and I hope that we all can be together, 

in person, soon. 

 

Ron Friedberg 

president@suburbanskiclub.org 

216-832-7717. 
 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  
 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in April. 

Our database of birthdays is far from complete. Please remember 

to enter your birthday when you renew your membership so we 

can include you in our birthday wishes. 

  

George Bakale (4/10), Eileen Buck (4/8), Cindy 

Busch (4/13), Dick Castele (4/24), Frank Evan 

(4/7), Andrew Gross (4/24), Don Haldi (4/3), Linda Hon (4/17), 

Inge Koepper (4/11), Dena Schadenfroh (4/20), Patricia 

Snyder (4/13), Kathryn Westlake (4/26) and Annette Yamada 

(4/28) 
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ELECTIONS RESULTS FOR CLUB OFFICERS 

 
As you know, we could not hold our usual March Election Meeting and the 

Executive Board passed a resolution to conduct this year’s election via Emailed 

absentee ballots.  The membership responded very well and 99 ballots were received. 

 

The slate of nominees was: 

President: Ron Friedberg 

First Vice President: Maggie Layman 

Vice President for Data Management: Cliff Lewis 

Treasurer: Ann McBrian 

Secretary: Pat Lewis 

Member At Large: Joe Sullivan 

Member At Large: Elisa Budoff 

Member At Large: Melinda Kellerstrass 

 

All the candidates were unanimously re-elected with one surprising exception.  Due 

to an aggressive and successful write in campaign, our new President is Debbie 

Axelrod.  

 

 

 

Congratulations 

Debbie. We look 

forward to your 

leading us in the 

2021-2022 season. 
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APRIL FOOLS!!!  Relax, Debbie.  Ron was re-elected and you can continue 

to be the silent power behind the throne. 

 

 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 

We have grown tired of reporting to you in this space that, because of the pandemic, 

we are not able to list any scheduled club events.  However, as you know from the 

recent encouraging news on vaccinations etc, we may be seeing some light at the 

end of the tunnel.  You read in Ron’s President’s Message that we are optimistic as 

we look at the upcoming months and we are very hopeful that we can put some 

events on our calendar, especially those held outdoors. 

 

In past years we have been indebted to Melinda Kellerstrass for promoting and 

organizing outdoor activities.  Here is Melinda looking at what the future may hold: 

 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES IN THE WORKS   

 

Now that everyone is getting vaccinated and things are beginning to open up, SSC 

is planning several summer outdoor activities. Here are some events we are 

considering. Brad Carlson may lead us on some of his favorite bike trails and I 

think we can get Frank Bolon to take us mountain biking.  Robin Spooner and I 

will be planning an SSC camping adventure. So, get those tents and trailers 

ready!  And don't forget hiking with Larry Grewe and paddling with Melinda.   

 

More information will be forthcoming in future issues of Ski Trails.  Find your 

summer gear and stay tuned for some outdoor fun.  If you have a favorite activity 

you would like to sponsor, please let me know. We will make sure the word gets out 

to SSC members and your event will appear on the calendar in our newsletter. 

 

Melinda Kellerstrass 

melinda@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:melinda@suburbanskiclub.org
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IMPORTANT NEWS ON THE 2021-2022 EPIC PASS 

 
With COVID-19 vaccines becoming more and more available, we hope to get back 

to holding bus trips and major resort trips in the 2021-2022 season. However, with 

the limited skiing opportunities this past season, some of us have rediscovered the 

resorts here in Ohio. Many of us enjoyed them enough that we are buying passes 

again for next year. 

 

The three nearby resorts (Alpine Valley, Boston Mills, and Brandywine) are now 

owned by the Vail Corporation, along with Mad River Mountain in central Ohio. 

Because of that, the regular Epic Pass includes admission to those four resorts. But 

for those who do not want to purchase a full Epic Pass, Vail also offers an 

economical Ohio Pass that is valid only at the four Ohio resorts. 

 

We recently learned that Vail has reduced the prices on all Epic Passes by 20% for 

the coming season. That brings the price of an adult Ohio Pass down from $349 to 

$279. But for seniors 65 and older, the Ohio Pass is only $87. On top of that, both 

the adult and the senior passes come with ten "Buddy tickets" and six "Ski-with-a-

friend tickets" that are offered at a discount from the normal daily rates. (Note that 

an early pre-season purchase is necessary to get the bonus tickets.)  

 

This past year, for example, I bought a senior Ohio Pass, which was then $109. Pat, 

who was not yet 65, did not buy a pass. But she was able to ski with me using Buddy 

Tickets that were $33 instead of the regular daily rate of $52.  

 

The Ohio resorts may not have the grand scenery of major resorts, but they do offer 

some pretty good skiing. Yes, the runs are short, but so are the lifts. On an uncrowded 

day at Boston Mills I have determined that I can ski six runs in 15 minutes. That's 

about 2-1/2 minutes per run (roughly 2 minutes and 10 seconds of which is spent on 

the lift). 

  

[Editor’s Note: Cliff is “Quick” of the famous duo of Quick and Quack. So, while 

Cliff goes top to bottom in 20 seconds, most of us take longer than that and some of 

us, including your editor, take much longer!] 

 

To see all of the Epic Pass options, reduced by 20% from last year, 

visit https://www.epicpass.com and click on Compare Passes at the top of the page. 

If you know that you want only an Ohio Pass, you can find that 

at https://www.epicpass.com/Passes/Ohio-Pass.aspx. 

 

Cliff Lewis 

cliffskier@suburbanskiclub.com 

 

https://www.epicpass.com/
https://www.epicpass.com/Passes/Ohio-Pass.aspx
mailto:cliffskier@suburbanskiclub.com
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SSC MEMBERS SKIED IN 2020 

 
In spite of the challenges imposed by the pandemic, SSC members managed to 

pursue the sport they love.  What follows is not a full accounting of all their ski 

adventures but a sampling of some of them that came to the attention of Ski Trails. 

 

 

 

 

SSC President, 

Ron Freidberg 

and Debbie 

Axelrod went on a 

January trip to 

Breckenridge, 

Vail, Beaver Creek 

and 

Keystone.  This 

picture was taken 

New Year’s Day at 

Beaver Creek 
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Dr. Jason Chao did a lot of local skiing 

but was probably the club member who 

made the most trips out west.  On a 10 day 

Dec trip he skied at Jackson Hole, Grand 

Targhee and Alta. An 8 day Colorado trip 

in Feb was split among Copper Mountain, 

Monarch, Wolf Creek, Loveland and 

Arapahoe Basin. A third trip was 6 days at 

Taos, NM. 

 

In the photo above Jason is on the left with 

three friends in Taos. 

 

Forget “bend it like Beckham,” I want to 

edge it like Jason. 
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In late March, 

June Kelley, 

Ann McBrian 

and Patty 

Costigan were 

in Whitefish, 

Montana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here we see 

SSC VP 

Maggie 

Layman in 

Vail, CO. 

Maggie skied 

both Vail and 

Beaver Creek.  

She reported 

that Vail 

employees 

were vigilant 

about 

monitoring 

mask-wearing 

in the lift 

lines. 
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Here are, from the right, Cliff & Pat Lewis at Boston Mills.  Their friend on the 

left is Colette Willims who took the photo and is being recruited by Pat & Cliff to 

become a member of SSC. 

 

 

Ron “Opie” Howard of previous 

newsletter fame has logged a remarkable 

feat of 35 days of local skiing. 

 

Partially cut off at the bottom of the photo 

are Ron’s retro rear-entry boots. 
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John Hersch and his brother, Bill, travelled to Sugarbush, VT for some spring 

skiing. The stone figure on the left is not his brother, Bill. 

 

 

 

Here is the not 

yet stoned, Bill 

Hersch. 
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Here is the lovely Jan Jones at 

Alpine Valley.  You will 

remember the special skis she is 

holding from her article published 

in last month’s issue of Ski Trails. 

 

You can see it is getting dark and 

Jan needs to hurry back to the art 

museum to dry off her skis and put 

them back on display. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanna Kreierkoff and Vadim 

Bronshteyn snuck over to NY to ski at 

Holiday Valley.  Hanna snapped a photo 

of Vadim trying to elude the Covid 

police. 

 

Is anyone else wondering what happened 

to Vadim’s green jacket? 
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Introducing the Champ:  Here is 

Brad Carleton just a few days ago at 

Holimont.  This was his 55th day on 

the slopes and agruably surpasses 

Ron Howard and Jason Chao.   

 

 

However, they may counter  that he 

is a snowboarder and cannot claim 

the most days on skis. 

 

Whatever, the case, Brad can 

certainly be called the Ironman of 

SSC. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 
The father of SSC Member, Melinda Kellerstrass, Lt. Col. EJ Kellerstrass, USAF 

Ret., passed away on Friday, March 19, 2021 in Elmhurst, Ill where he and his wife 

recently moved. Prior to that they were long-time residents of Beavercreek, Ohio 

near Wright Patterson AFB where he was stationed before he retired.  

 

He lived a long and full life of 88 years. Melinda told us that “while we don't know 

what he did for the Air Force (top secret), we do know he loved his family, 

gardening, fishing and especially his wife Barbara (Bobbie) of more than 66 years.”   

He was laid to rest with military honors and, in a touching tribute, Melinda played 

taps on her French horn.   

 

All of Melinda’s friends in SSC offer their condolences. Rest in Peace, Col. 

Kellerstrass. 
 

 


