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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

Dear Suburban Ski Club Members, 

 

I hope everyone is doing well, feeling healthy, 

enjoying the many days of nice weather we’ve had 

thus far -- this April was certainly warmer and sunnier 

than most are in our neck of the woods -- and looking 

forward to lots of beautiful days and enjoyable 

outdoor activities in the months ahead. 

 

As I mentioned in my President’s Message last 

month, the club hopes to schedule, both formally and 

informally, some outdoor activities this Spring, 

Summer and Fall.  This month’s newsletter includes 

articles from Melinda Kellerstrass regarding biking, 

paddling, camping and other outdoor activities, and 

from Mary Ellen Noss regarding the scheduling of some outdoor Eat Around Town 

gatherings in the months ahead. There are also articles from Beth Silverman and 

Joe Sullivan providing the latest information regarding Western and Eastern ski 

trips in 2022. In addition, we have been looking into the possibility of a resumption 

of membership meetings at the Mayfield Village Holiday Inn (which is under new 

ownership and undergoing some renovations) this fall. 

 

Last, but certainly not least, please see the final pages of this newsletter and enjoy 

Joe Sullivan’s article about the exploits of a select group of SSC members who, now 

that ski season is over, have traded in their boots and poles for some rakes, tillers 

and shovels.  If anyone would like to assist these “green thumb guys,” I’m sure they 

would welcome the help (especially with some of the sh**ty jobs depicted in several 

of the photographs). 

 

Take care everyone, and I hope to see you all soon. 
 

Ron Friedberg 

president@suburbanskiclub.org 

216-832-7717. 

http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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MAY BIRTHDAYS  
 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in May. 

Our database of birthdays is far from complete. Please remember 

to enter your birthday when you renew your membership so we 

can include you in our birthday wishes. 

  

Mary Anthony (5/11), Steve Chmielewski 

(5/27), Stephanie Cole (5/27), Jerry Coleman 

(5/1), Harry Colfer (5/31), Marilyn Daley (5/27), Madelynn 

DiCillo (5/26), Joyce Goldsmith (5/31), Maggie Layman 

(5/13), Hal Leitch  (5/4), Nancy Lukens (5/6), Jan Neumann 

(5/20), Ed Noss (5/9), Sue Siefert (5/21), Jack Stone (5/30), 

Steve Szilagyi (5/18) and Joe Toner (5/22) 

 

 

 
 

 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 

We have grown tired of reporting to you in this space that, because of the pandemic, 

we are not able to list any scheduled club events.  But we are now happy to list some 

dates and to refer you to articles later in this newsletter from Melinda Kellerstrass 

and Mary Ellen Noss that tell us about more events that are being planned. 

• CAMPING: Tuesday, May 18 – Friday, May 21: Punderson State Park 

• BIKING: Saturday, May 22, 10:00 AM: The Maple Highlands Trail 

• SOCIAL:  Saturday, September 18:  Annual Clambake at the Noss Estate in 

Hiram 
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A NOTE OF THANKS FROM MELINDA KELLERSTRASS 
 

Thanks to all for the kind words, prayers and wishes on the passing of my father.  

You are all so thoughtful, proving once again what a wonderful club we have.  SSC 

is not just a ski club, you are kind, caring individuals they truly put their membership 

first.   I count every one of you as special and treasure the friends and memories I 

have made. 

 

Melinda 

  

 

 

UPDATE ON THE MAJOR TRIPS FOR 2022 

 
Planning for the major ski trips in 2022 has not been easy because concrete 

information from the resorts and tour operators has been painfully slow and 

incomplete because of the uncertainty about covid mandates and guidelines. But we 

have made some progress and what follows are reports from Beth Silverman on 

western destinations and Joe Sullivan on the eastern trip.  

 

We should note that in recent years (but not in 2021!) we have scheduled two western 

trips and one eastern trip.  For 2022, we envision a western trip in January, the 

eastern trip in February and the second western trip in March. 

 

Western Ski Trips: 

I’m optimistic and more than a little excited about traveling together again in 2022.  

I miss seeing my SSC friends! 

 

We are still in the early stages of planning western trips.  But we do have some 

preliminary ground package numbers for about half a dozen resorts.  Telluride Take  

Three is definitely on the list for a March 2022 trip after, sadly, canceling 2020 and 

2021.  For January, we are looking at Big Sky and also several destinations 

accessible via the Denver Airport because airline prices are much more reasonable 

flying there. The Denver destinations include Breckenridge, Beaver Creek, 

Steamboat and Winter Park.  In the past we have tried to keep at least one of the 

Western trips more affordable and roundtrip airfare to Denver can typically be 

purchased for under $300.   

 

We hope to soon be discussing these proposals at a meeting of the Executive Board 

and the Trips and Tours Committee. In addition to the pros and cons of various 

destinations, the EB will also consider a suggestion by our tour operator that we 

might do better with airfare if those on the trip purchase their own tickets. 



 Page 4 of 14 

Apparently, there is a new phenomenon in the crazy world of pricing airline airline 

tickets.  It may be that pricing for group tickets is not as favorable as purchasing 

individual tickets.   After the EB has discussed things, we want to give SSC members 

a chance to voice their opinions and ask questions via a special Zoom meeting. 

 

We are always open to suggestions at this early stage so feel free to email me or give 

me a call. 

 

Beth Silverman 

beth@suburbanskiclub.org  

216-799-2001 

 

 

The Eastern Ski Trip: 

Proposals for a 2022 Eastern Trip have been slow in coming.  We have been 

concentrating on southern Vermont and our preferred destination is Mt. Snow.  

However, Mt. Snow is a Vail Corp resort and the corporation has drastically reduced 

staffing during the past year and concrete information for 2022 has been almost 

impossible to obtain. 

 

We are working with Joe Ferrara, a very capable and veteran tour operator who has 

years of experience with eastern resorts.  But Joe has been frustrated in his attempts 

to get details about group pricing and scheduling for the coming season. Recently, 

he was able to locate a Vail Corp contact for Mt. Snow and was given some pricing 

that, frankly, is far too costly for us to even consider.  We have always promoted the 

eastern trip as an all-inclusive, bargain trip that offers our skiers a less costly 

alternative to a western trip.   

 

Joe is expecting some more reasonable numbers from another southern Vermont 

resort -  Killington.  We went to Killington several years ago and we know it has a 

lot going for it.   

 

So where are we?  We are hopeful that the Killington proposal with allow us to offer 

the bargain pricing and included meal package that we have been accustomed to for 

the eastern trip.  We also hold out some slim hope that someone at Mt. Snow will 

step in and make a more reasonable proposal than the one we have seen. 

 

The Executive Board and the Trips and Tours Committee will discuss what to do 

about the eastern trip but, frankly and sadly, I must say that at this writing a 

reasonably priced eastern trip may not be possible.  

 

Joe Sullivan 

joe@suburbanskiclub.org  

mailto:beth@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:joe@suburbanskiclub.org
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A REPORT FROM EAT COORDINATOR, MARY ELLEN NOSS 

 
Oh, how we have missed seeing folks & enjoying the many gastronomic 

opportunities in NE Ohio with SSC people! 

 

As soon as the weather is a bit more conducive to outdoor evening, dining we would 

like to get back to our regular schedule of monthly EAT events. Outdoor venues 

seem to be the best way to begin and several that come to mind are: 

 

Olessia's Taverne of Richfield - lovely patio 

 

Redhawk Grill in Painesville - very large patio 

 

Warren's Spirited Kitchen in Burton - cozy outdoor area 

 

More ideas are always welcome!  Please contact me with your suggestions. 

 

We missed having our Annual Clambake last year and, depending on covid 

guidelines, we are hoping to bring it back again at our home in Hiram.  Eddie and I 

have been in contact with the caterer and the tent provider. We have a tentative date 

of Saturday, September 18.  Please pencil in that date on your calendar and 

keep your fingers crossed. 

 

Happy dining! 

 

Mary Ellen & Ed Noss 

lpdptra@gmail.com 

 

 
  

mailto:lpdptra@gmail.com
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SSC Summer Fun! 
 

The weather is turning warmer and it is time to get out and play.  We have some 

fun activities planned for May.  

 

 

For all you campers out 

there - Tents, trailers RVs, 

cabins or lodge- does not 

matter, all are welcome.  

We will be staying at one 

of Ohio’s wonderful state 

parks, Punderson. We 

felt this was close and 

there is plenty of hiking in 

the area along with water 

sports.  For you golfers 

there is that too!  Due to 

covid restrictions and 

travel limitations many 

people have turned to 

camping.  As a result, campsites fill up quickly.  (Photo from last year of Robin 

Spooner on left and June Kelley taken by Melinda) 

 

Make your reservation by booking online or calling – do this early as places fill up 

quickly! https://www.reserveohio.com/OhioCampWeb/   For reservations via 

telephone, call ( 866) Ohioparks 

Don’t forget to use your Golden Buckeye card for 50% off (this is a weekday deal 

for those 60 and older!) 

 

Details:  Punderson State Park - Checking in Tuesday, May 18 – Checking out 

Friday, May 21.   Come and join for 1,2 or all 3 days/nights.  This will be an 

impromptu event and plans will be made during the evening campfires.  Robin 

Spooner and I have booked sites 16 & 17.   Jackie Otte has site #7. You can access 

a map from the website. Hopefully, you can find a site close to us.   We plan on 

doing some hiking on the many wonderful trails in the park and close by.  If the 

weather is good, we will also be paddling.  LaDue Reservoir is nearby and Punderson 

Lake is also fun.  Both places offer rentals.  Yes! Of course, we will have some 

evening campfires and libations. Bring some wood to share, your favorite drinks and 

a camp chair. Feel free to book your favorite type of abode: campsite, cabin or lodge.  

Hope to see you there – do drop me an email if you plan to join, so I can update you 

on our plans. 

 

https://www.reserveohio.com/OhioCampWeb/


 Page 7 of 14 

 

 Biking Adventure with Brad Carleton: Get 

your bikes out, clean that chain and grease it 

up. It is time to hit the trails.  Brad Carleton 

will be giving up his tractor and snowboard for 

a bike and will lead us on one of my favorite 

rail trails, the Maple Highlands Trail.   We 

will meet at Claridon Woods Parking Lot: 

11383 Claridon Troy Rd; Chardon, OH 44024 

 

Saturday, May 22 at 10:00 AM. This is a 

beautiful, fairly flat trail.  We will be going to 

Middlefield and then back. For those who 

want to add extra mileage you can continue on 

to Chardon.  Since this is an out and back trail, 

there are plenty of opportunities to turn around 

making this ideal for all ability levels. You 

choose the distance you wish to go.  With 

covid restrictions restrooms are open, but you do need to bring your own water.  For 

more information visit:  www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/park/the-maple-highlands-

trail/    

 

Some Photos along the Maple Highlands Trail: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

maps://?q=Claridon%20Woodlands%20Park&ll=41.56311915537975%2C-81.14143240654589&auid=3026419049106987149&lsp=9902&address=11383%20Claridon%20Troy%20Rd%2C%20Chardon%2C%20OH%20%2044024%2C%20United%20States
maps://?q=Claridon%20Woodlands%20Park&ll=41.56311915537975%2C-81.14143240654589&auid=3026419049106987149&lsp=9902&address=11383%20Claridon%20Troy%20Rd%2C%20Chardon%2C%20OH%20%2044024%2C%20United%20States
http://www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/park/the-maple-highlands-trail/
http://www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/park/the-maple-highlands-trail/
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Find that life jacket and all your 

paddle gear. You can look forward to 

some adventures on the water this 

summer. More info will follow in the 

June newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have questions, please email met. Do note I will get back to you as soon as 

possible – (I may be out camping and thus out of internet reach. So, give me some 

time.)    Have a favorite summer activity you want to share with the club?  Let me 

know and I will help you organize it.  

  

Looking forward to summer fun!   

 

Melinda Kellerstrass 

melinda@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

  

mailto:melinda@suburbanskiclub.org
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WHEN THE SH*T FLIES 

 
What do SSC members do when all the snow has melted?  Three SSC skiers and one 

snowboarder set out to enhance their gardening with some creative engineering.   

 

Here’s the story: 

 

Skiers Jack Ganz, Cliff Lewis and Joe Sullivan have three plots in a community 

garden next to the Canterbury School in Cleveland Heights.  Boarder Brad Carleton 

has a horse farm in Chagrin Falls which produces a product that interested the SSC 

gardeners. Even though Brad spent many days on the slopes, he also was faithful to 

his chores of feeding his horses and encouraging them to produce a high grade 

supply of very fine Arabian Horse Manure.  Brad got his horses committed to their 

job and they never missed a day. 

 

Even though the snow faded away, the horses kept at their task and, as they say, the 

sh*t just kept piling up. So, one early spring day, Joe’s truck made a journey to 

Brad’s farm (In fact, he made three trips!) and brought back some sweet-smelling 

loads to Cleveland Heights where Jack and Cliff met him there to shovel the sh*t.  

Lest you think this story is just a pile of sh*t, we have the evidence in the following 

photos. 

 

 

Here is Brad on his tractor/front end 

loader ready to go to work 
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Here is the aforementioned “pile of 

sh*t” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is 

Brad 

loading 

some of the 

odiferous 

pile into 

Joe’s truck. 

(Note the 

plastic Joe 

used in an 

attempt to 

preserve his 

truck.) 
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Here are Jack and Cliff back at the 

garden shoveling the sh*t 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are 

Jack and 

Cliff 

spreading 

the sh*t. 
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Here is Joe deep in the sh*t 

running a mini-tiller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are the three 

plots covered with 

sh*t.  (There are two 

in-ground plots and 

one plot with five 

raised beds) 
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Here is a view of the 

sh*t before it was 

tilled in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Finally, a note of appreciation to the producers. Thanks, Guys!!! 

(If you look carefully, you may be able to see that the horse on the right is still on 

the job beginning to make a supply for next season.) 

 


