
Ski Trails 
The monthly newsletter for Suburban Ski Club     July 2022 

Website: http://www.suburbanskiclub.org 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

Dear Suburban Ski Club Members, 

 

We have made great progress since our last 

newsletter.  We opened enrollment for our 

Western trips to Sun Valley and Steamboat 

Springs in early June and both of these trips 

have nearly sold out.  See reports later in this 

newsletter on Sun Valley by Trip Leader, 

Judi Fordyce and on Steamboat by Trip 

Leader, Melinda Kellerstrass.  They both 

have information and details on the available 

spots for each of these trips.   

 

Joe Sullivan is also finalizing plans for our 

out third major trip, an all-inclusive deal-of-

the-century skiing excursion to Killington, 

Vermont.  Read Joe’s update in this 

newsletter. As always, the trip would include 

bus transportation to and from the resort, lodging and lift tickets, a daily hot breakfast 

and six dinners.   

 

June Kelley presented preliminary bus trip plans to the Executive Board (EB) which 

we will be fine tuning over the next month or so.  With the cost of bus transportation 

going up, we have been talking to other clubs about joining forces with the goal in 

mind of having 40 skiers per bus.  This will go a long way in keeping our day trips 

affordable. Please read June’s report in this newsletter for more details. 

 

The EB has reviewed our COVID Policy Statement to keep up with CDC 

recommendations.  The original policy was promulgated back in November 2021 

and at that time the EB members said they would review the policy if the situation 

changed.  The EB has concluded it was time to update the policy and formulated a 

new one. Please take a moment to review the complete text of our new policy.  You 

will find it just after this message. 

http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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Bottomline, we continue to highly recommend that members be vaccinated to keep 

themselves and others safe.  However, we will no longer require proof of vaccination 

or masks unless mandated by any of the ski resorts or transportation companies that 

we use. 

 

Member Melinda Kellerstrass organized an overnight camping trip to Punderson 

State Park in June and tells us about the trip later in this newsletter along with some 

photos.  Thanks Melinda!   

 

Special thanks go to board member Patty Costigan who hosted our first Eat-

Around-Town (EAT) gathering since the Pandemic.  More than twenty members 

enjoyed an evening together over margaritas and dinner at Dos Coronas Mexican 

Restaurant. See a brief report and photos later in this newsletter.  

 

Also note that since we are now back in the EAT business, we have one scheduled 

for July 19 that is being hosted by Donna Stefano and Linda Nash.  Check out the 

particulars on page 4. 

 

Rounding out our social events for this month of July, Ann McBrian has put 

together a Blossom Night for Saturday, July 30. In the pre-Covid era this has always 

been a popular and fun time and we are happy to be back in the picnic/concert 

business.  Read the details in the following pages.    

 

We want to welcome to our club new members: George Novotney, Stanley Sell, 

Eva Spice, Mandy Stark and Ken Stark along with returning members Holly and 

Casey Kaskey. We hope to see you at some of our social events and on the slopes 

in 2023. Welcome to you all. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tracy Blake 

president@suburbanskiclub.org  
 

 

 

 

 

SSC’s REVISED COVID POLICY STATEMENT 

 
In November 2021 the Executive Board of Suburban Ski Club approved a Covid 

Policy Statement and circulated it to the membership.  Among other things, that 

statement said that the EB would review the policy as the situation warranted.  

Accordingly, the EB has discussed and approved a revision to the 2021 statement. 

mailto:president@suburbanskiclub.org
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Here is the new policy statement: 

 

SSC’s Revised Covid Policy 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to be with us, and its future is uncertain. The 

Executive Board of Suburban Ski Club believes that vaccination and masking are 

still the most effective ways to minimize spread of the virus, and we highly 

recommend both. However, we are not requiring masking or proof of vaccination 

for participation in club activities or trips. The airlines and bus companies that we 

use follow rigorous practices for disinfection, and they have installed advanced 

ventilation and filtration systems that help prevent the spread of infections. Still, 

participation in club activities continues to carry a risk of infection, and there is no 

way to eliminate that risk short of staying home. Going forward, our 

recommendations will be based on CDC guidelines and those of the airlines and bus 

companies. Members should also check with resorts, restaurants, and other venues 

for any restrictions or vaccination requirements they may have. 

Revised by the Executive Board 

June, 2022 

 

 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS  

Happy Birthday to the following members born in July. 

Our database of birthdays is far from complete. Please remember 

to enter your birthday when you renew your membership so we 

can include you in our birthday wishes. 

Debbie Axelrod (7/12), Margie Bakale (7/27), 

Barbara Brennan (7/21), Jason Chao (7/18), 

Jerry Golinski (7/9), John Hersch (7/29), Bruce 

Hofius (7/28), Peg Holmes (7/7), Ron Howard (7/31), Billie 

Kennedy (7/9), Eric Kless (7/8), Sue Kohout (7/14), Denise 

Lincoln (7/16), Becky Marx (7/17), Russ Marx (7/14), Barb 

Nagle (7/1), Linda Nash (7/27), Kate Ohara (7/15), Raymond 

Patacca (7/9), Elaine Roth (7/20), Cori Seifert (7/1), Jim Strain 

(7/7) and Diane Szilagyi (7/10) 
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

• EAT: Tuesday, July 19, 5:30 PM: Oak and Embers, Hudson  

• SOCIAL: Saturday, July 30, 5:00 PM: Picnic and Concert at Blossom 

• SOCIAL:Thursday, August 25, 4:00 PM: SSC Alumni Gathering at the 

Edgewater Yacht Club 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN MORE DETAIL 

Tuesday, July 19, 5:30 PM: EAT at Oak and Embers Restaurant, Hudson, OH 

Donna Stefano and Linda Nash are inviting us to join them for an EAT at the Oak 

and Embers restaurant in Hudson, Ohio. Some of you may recall that pre-pandemic, 

we had a wonderful EAT at an Oak and Embers restaurant in Chesterland.  The 

restaurant features barbecue. 

 

On their website they tell us  

“We have developed the Oak and Embers menu after many trips to the Carolinas, 

Georgia, and Kentucky. Each trip enhanced a deep love for great barbeque.  A taste 

we have refined and perfected. Great care goes into the preparation of each 

entrée.  Brisket, pork, ribs and chicken are wood-smoked for hours to heighten flavor 

and texture – pink, tender meat is proof of this process. 

Each entree and side dish is cooked to order from recipes created from years of tasty 

research.  The unique sauces, rubs and dressings are original and thoughtfully 

combined to complement each featured entrée… 

 

We have developed a taste for fabulous spirits with a particular affection for 

bourbon and beer…. Oak and Embers Tavern offers an incredible array of 

bourbons, as well as specialty bourbon cocktails and flights of bourbon. Offering 

over 100 craft beers and with 12 on tap, Oak and Embers Tavern can pair every 

meal with an appropriate beverage.” 

 

Whatever your desire, we invite you to slow down, relax and enjoy the Oak & Embers 

southern dining experience that they are so proud to share with you.” 

 

Location:  7774 Darrow Rd, Hudson, OH 44236 

Phone:  234-602-1056 

Time:  Meet for cocktails at 5:30PM and sit down for dinner at 6:30PM 

RSVP: before July 16 to Donna Stefano dstefano@sbcglobal.net or (216) 316-

2940  

mailto:dstefano@sbcglobal.net
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Saturday, July 30, 5:00 PM: Picnic and Concert at Blossom 

 

Saturday,July30,2022 
 

 
 

We are now able to renew an SSC tradition of attending a summer concert at 

Blossom.  Ann McBrian is again inviting us to spend an evening under the stars at 

Blossom Music Center listening to the Cleveland Orchestra. The program will 

feature Mendelsshon Violin Concerto with Ruth Reinhardt conducting and Sergey 

Khachatryan as guest violinist.  

 

This year Ann is asking that you bring your own picnic and beverage.  The gates 

open at 5:00 with the performance starting at 7:00. We will meet in our usual place, 

the Lawn Terrace (top of the hill), any time after 5:00.   

 

You will need to purchase your ticket on your own. A lawn ticket will also allow 

you access to the general admission seating in the pavilion. You may also purchase 

reserved seating on the orchestra website or at the box office. 

 

We will be Emailing a reminder notice later this month. It will include a map of the 

Blossom layout. In it you will be able to see the location of the Lawn Terrace picnic 

area.Ann is hoping you will join her and your SSC friends.  You may email her with 

any questions.  

Ann McBrian  

Mcbriana@gmail.com.  

 

 

Thursday, August 25, 4:00 PM:  SSC Alumni Gathering at Edgewater Yacht 

Club 

Please see the flyer attached to the Email that brought you this newsletter. 

mailto:Mcbriana@gmail.com
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OUR FIRST EAT SINCE THE PANDEMIC 

 
It was so nice to again be together for an EAT.  This first one was organized by Patty 

Costigan and about twenty-four SSC members assembled at Dos Coronas Mexican 

restaurant in Northfield on June 20th. Here are some photos of the happy group: 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the right is the only photo we will 

identify. It shows EAT Coordinator Patty Costigan 

with Sue Hersch 
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THE MAJOR TRIPS FOR 2023 
 

 

SSC Trip to Steamboat 

Springs, Colorado 

 

January 21 -28, 2023 
 

This trip is almost full, Reserve your 

spot now!  See trip info below. 

 

There are only 2 spots left for this trip; 1 single female, 1 single male. We will be 

opening this up to the general public on July 1. Because we are doing sign ups 

through the Sports America website (see link below) you will be instructed that you 

are being put on a wait list.  This is because we need to watch bedding assignments.  

We are looking for a single female to share a room (separate beds) and a single male 

to share a room (separate beds). Complete the trip registration but do not send money 

until you are notified by the trip leader (Melinda Kellerstrass) that you have a spot 

on this trip.  The reservation site is self-explanatory. Simply follow the prompts. If 

you have questions, contact Melinda@suburbanskiclub.org. Looking forward to 

some fun slope time with SSC friends.   

$2,019 package includes:  

• Round-trip airfare and ground transportation (Cleveland-Hayden). Subtract 

$360 if you are getting there on your own.  

• A 5-day lift ticket. Subtract $501 if you have an Ikon pass  

• Lodging at the Ski Inn Condominiums located just off the slopes via an access 

trail or short shuttle ride. Pricing is based on two people per bedroom. Add 

$962 for a private room.  

• Free shuttle service to the ski resort and surrounding areas  

To reserve your place, visit 

https://www.sportsamerica.com/online/suburbansteamboat  

Warning – do not send money until you have been notified that you have a spot 

by the trip leader. 

 

 

mailto:Melinda@suburbanskiclub.org
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SSC Trip to Sun Valley, ID 

March 11 -18, 2023 
 

This trip is almost full. Reserve your spot now!  See trip info below. 

 

There are only 2 rooms left for this trip plus one spot for a single female. We will be 

opening this up to the general public on July 1. We are doing sign ups through the 

Sports America website (see link below) and as space gets limited you may be put 

on a wait list.   If your reservation indicates a wait list status, complete the trip 

registration but do not send money until you are notified by the trip leader (JUDI 

FORDYCE) that you have a spot for this trip.  The reservation site is self-

explanatory, simply follow the prompts. If you have questions, contact Judi Fordyce: 

juditravels@icloud.com  

 

$2,450 package includes:  

• Round-trip airfare (Cleveland-Boise).  Subtract $568 if you plan to get 

there on your own. 

• Private chartered bus to and from the resort  

• A 5-day lift ticket.  Subtract $509 if you have an Ikon pass 

• Lodging at Limelight Ketchum hotel. Price based on two skiers per 

hotel room. Add $1,216 for a private room.  

• Daily breakfast 

• Free shuttle service to the ski resort 

 

  

• To reserve your place go to: 

https://www.sportsamerica.com/online/suburbansunvalley  

 

 

mailto:juditravels@icloud.com
https://www.sportsamerica.com/online/suburbansunvalley
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As you have read, the first two major trips to Steamboat Springs in January and Sun 

Valley in March are well on their way to being filled. That is very good news 

especially since prices have gone through the roof for 2023. Plane flights, lodging, 

lift tickets, ground transportation etc. have all seen substantial increases and that has 

made the cost of Steamboat top $2000 and Sun Valley to come in just shy of $2500. 

 

Where are we on the Eastern Trip to Killington, VT? First, we need to point out that 

this newsletter made a major mistake last month in publishing erroneous date for the 

trip. The actual dates are Sunday, February 13 through Saturday, February 18, 

2023. The mistake is particularly egregious since the Trip Leader and the Editor of 

this newsletter are the same dumb person. Mea Culpa!  

 

We told you last month that details for the Eastern Trip to Killington were still in 

process. The folks at Killington have been very slow in releasing prices for lodging 

and lift tickets. We did have a block of rooms reserved at the Killington Mountain 

Lodge (KML) but the cost for those rooms and the lift tickets seemed to remain top 

secret.  

  

Part of the reason for the delay appears to lie in the fact that the KML was recently 

bought by the Hilton chain and rates needed to be approved by headquarters.  We 

can tell you that in June the Trip Leader and the Editor of this newsletter (who 

happen to be the same dumb person) made a trip to Killington and stayed a night in 

one of their newly renovated rooms.  Those who were with us when we went there 

in 2018 will note a major change in appearance if they sign on for our 2023 trip. 

 

Finally, KML got their act together and, as we write this, we have in hand a 

contract/proposal that is very attractive.  There are a few details and approvals we 

need to settle but we believe that we can again offer this trip, as we usually have, as 

bargain, all-inclusive trip.  It will compare favorably with the two higher priced 

western trips and offer our budget-minded members an opportunity to go on a major  
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trip at an affordable price.  It also will mean that others who have signed up for a 

more expensive western trip could now add a less expensive major trip to their 2023 

season. 

 

It will take us a few more days to come up with a final cost for our Eastern Trip and 

to receive approval from our Executive Board.  We believe that should not take long 

and you should be receiving an Email announcement and a flyer very soon. 

 

Here are a few details we can pass along at this time: Killington is an Ikon resort, 

and you will be able to use your Ikon pass but the pricing for our package will also 

include group lift tickets. The package will also include, transportation, lodging, a 

hot breakfast every morning and dinner every night. These latter two items allow us 

to still call the ET a bargain trip when compared to the two western trips.  The final 

cost will be higher than previous ETs but it will still be a bargain when compared to 

other major trips. We should also mention that Killington is located in Southern 

Vermont and our bus trip there will be the shortest of any previous ETs. 

 

Please be sure to put those corrected dates on your 2023 calendar and watch for an 

Email with all the information you will need to join us in Vermont. We hope you 

come with us to ski the “Beast of the East.” 

 

In the meantime, please feel free to direct any questions to me. 

 

Joe Sullivan 

joe@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:joe@suburbanskiclub.org
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BUS TRIPS FOR 2023 

 

 
Hi Fellow Skiers,  

I am looking forward to a great ski season 

in 2023.  The final plans for the day bus 

trips are in the works and will be coming 

soon. 

 

Last year was a difficult one due to 

recovering from the pandemic and 

weather-related issues.  We are debating 

how to have a more successful season of 

day trips to various ski areas.  The biggest 

issue is how to fill the buses. One solution 

was to combine our trips with other ski 

clubs in the area who are faced with the 

same problem. This idea is being 

negotiated with two other clubs. 

 

At this time, we are planning 1 one or two 

meet-up day trips and three or four 

combined bus trips in the months of January through March, 2023. 

 

I am looking for bus trip leaders to help to welcome skiers on the bus. I will be on 

the trips to assist you and you will get a stipend for your effort. Please email me if 

you are interested. 

 

Hoping for lots of snow in the coming ski season. 

 

June Kelley 

June@suburbanskiclub.org 

  

mailto:June@suburbanskiclub.org
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A Photo Essay from Melinda Kellerstrass: 

SSC Summer Camping fun! 

Punderson State Park: June 7- 10 
 

Despite the weather a good time was had by all who came out to play.  Some people 

camped all week, others came for a few days, and some arrived just for the evening 

campfires and social time.  We had the upper circle, taking up 6 campsites with a 

mixture of tents, trailers and camper vans. We paddled, hiked, played corn hole, 

enjoyed our campfires but mostly relaxed and socialized. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The sun came out for a nice midday paddle at LaDue.  Jackie Otte learned how to 

play corn hole even though it was using Ohio State boards. (She is one of those from 

up north LOL) We all had a turn at embarrassing ourselves, Robin Spooner and 

Brad Carleton were the champs! 

 

 

 

 

 

Homes away from home 
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Lots of campfire fun!  Members:  Brad Carleton, Larry and Judi Fordyce, 

Colette Gschwind, June Kelley, Melinda Kellerstrass, Ann McBrian, Mary 

Ellen Noss, Jackie Otte, Kim Sandler and Robin Spooner – along with our pets: 

Gabby, Hatteras and Coquina. 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

  
 

Lots of Campfires and social time 

Not even a little rain prevented our 

campfire time. Veteran SSCers Mary 

Ellen & Jackie talked about old times. 

Ann and Mary Ellen stopped by for a 

campfire visit.   
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June with Gabby. Gabby was the hit of 

campfire social time. Beware Robin the 

photographer is lurking about.  Brad 

nurses his foot post-surgery. No worries, 

he will be ready for ski/snowboard 

season. 


