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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

Dear Suburban Ski Club Members, 

I am very happy to tell you that our first 

Membership Meeting of the season will take 

place Thursday, Sept. 15 at the Holiday Inn 

in Mayfield Village. After the limitations 

imposed by the pandemic, it is heartening to 

know that we are now able to plan our usual 

series of Membership Meetings beginning 

this month and proceeding through March 

2023. 

 

The September meeting will feature reports 

by the Trip Leaders of our three major trips, 

an update on the day bus trips, Judi Fordyce’s 

presentation on ski industry happenings in the 

last few years and chances for you to win 

some valuable prizes.   More details can be 

found later in the newsletter. 

 

For our usual pre-meeting dining at Alfredo’s, the restaurant has asked us to order 

off a reduced menu instead of the entire menu due to staffing shortages.  Rest assured 

we will make sure there are enough choices to satisfy everyone.  

 

Essentially our three major trips (Steamboat Springs in January; Killington in 

February and Sun Valley in March) are sold out.  Some further explanation of this 

is needed and you can find those details later in this newsletter by reading the reports 

from the Trip Leaders:  Melinda Kellerstrass on Steamboat, Judi Fordyce on Sun 

Valley and Joe Sullivan on Killington.  

 

June Kelley and other Executive Board members have been engaged in putting 

together our Day Trip schedule for 2023.  With the cost of bus transportation going 

up, we have been working with Lewis Ski Club (NASA) to develop a shared ski  
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calendar.  If we get 40 skiers per trip, we can continue to keep these trips affordable. 

You can hear more on this at the September 15th meeting. 

 

Please read “Some Good News About Local Skiing” found at the bottom of page 

three.  It truly is some god news. 

 

As mentioned last month, the Executive Board has reviewed our COVID Policy 

Statement to keep up with CDC recommendations. The EB concluded it was time 

to update the policy and formulated a revised one.  If you haven’t reviewed the new 

policy, please take a moment to do so.  You will find it after my message. 

 

It is time to renew your membership.  The membership year runs from September 

1 to August 31. In a few days, you will be receiving an email with details about how 

to renew. 

 

Special thanks to Patty Costigan who hosted the August Eat-Around-Town (EAT) 

at Whitey’s in Brecksville on Aug 29th.  Over twenty members enjoyed an evening 

of hamburgers and other pub group along with lively conversation.  Please see a 

brief message from Patty about future EATs later in this newsletter. 

 

Several SSC members have just returned from an Alaskan holiday.  Please look in 

this newsletter for a photo essay on their Alaskan adventure. 

 

Also in this newsletter is a report and photos on the very successful SSC Alumni 

gathering on August 25th at the Edgewater Yacht Club. 

 

There is some sad news to report on the passing of SSC Member Erich Bernkopf 

last month at the age of 96. Erich skied well into his early 90’s and was an inspiration 

to us all.   Please read the “In Memoriam” article in the final pages of this newsletter. 

 

We want to welcome some new members to our club: Barb Cool, Gregory Glova, 

Therese Telzrow and Janet & Joe Zema.  We look forward to skiing with you and 

seeing you at our social events.  

 

Hope to see you on September 15th. 

 

Tracy Blake 

president@suburbanskiclub.org  
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SSC’s REVISED COVID POLICY STATEMENT 

 
In November 2021 the Executive Board of Suburban Ski Club approved a Covid 

Policy Statement and circulated it to the membership.  Among other things, that 

statement said that the EB would review the policy as the situation warranted.  

Accordingly, the EB has discussed and approved a revision to the 2021 statement. 

 

Here is the new policy statement: 

 

SSC’s Revised Covid Policy 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to be with us, and its future is uncertain. The 

Executive Board of Suburban Ski Club believes that vaccination and masking are 

still the most effective ways to minimize spread of the virus, and we highly 

recommend both. However, we are not requiring masking or proof of vaccination 

for participation in club activities or trips. The airlines and bus companies that we 

use follow rigorous practices for disinfection, and they have installed advanced 

ventilation and filtration systems that help prevent the spread of infections. Still, 

participation in club activities continues to carry a risk of infection, and there is no 

way to eliminate that risk short of staying home. Going forward, our 

recommendations will be based on CDC guidelines and those of the airlines and bus 

companies. Members should also check with resorts, restaurants, and other venues 

for any restrictions or vaccination requirements they may have. 

Revised by the Executive Board 

June, 2022 

 

 

 

 

SOME GOOD NEWS ABOUT LOCAL SKIING IN 2023 

 
On Tuesday, August 25th, Susan Glaser had a front page article in the Plain Dealer -  

“Hopes for the Slopes.”  She interviewed the head of Vail Resorts Midwest 

properties which include Brandywine, Boston Mills and Alpine Valley.  She 

reported that he said Vail Resorts promises a turnaround in Ohio with expanded 

hours and the resumption of seven day per week operations at all three resorts. 

 

This is certainly good news for those of us who want to ski locally.  You can read 

Ms. Glaser’s complete article in an attachment to the Email that brought you 

this newsletter. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in a 

September. Our database of birthdays is far from complete. 

Please remember to enter your birthday when you renew your 

membership so we can include you in our birthday wishes. 

 

Jessica Craig (9/22), JP Ducroux (9/28), Jack 

Ganz (9/16), Bryan Knerr (9/15), Beth Martin 

(9/22), Mary Ellen Noss (9/17), Debbie Schinker (9/16), John 

Schinker (9/24), Paul Stark (9/1), Mathew Uher (9/11) and 

Fran Wesley (9/12) 
 

 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

• MEETING:  Thursday, September 15, 7:00 PM:  First Membership Meeting 

of the Season:  Holiday Inn, Mayfield Village 

• MEMORIAL VISITATION: Sunday, September 18, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM, 

for Erich Bernkopf at the FERFOLIA FUNERAL HOME, 356 W. 

AURORA RD. (OH RTE 82), SAGAMORE HILLS 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN MORE DETAIL 

 

Thursday, September 15, 7:00 PM: First Membership Meeting of the Season  

Last year the pandemic forced us to cancel most of our monthly membership 

meetings which typically are held in the months of September – March. This season 

we are looking forward to a full complement of meetings as we kick off the year 

with our first meeting on September 15th. 
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The focus of this first meeting will be the 2023 ski season.  You will hear from the 

leaders of our three major trips (Steamboat Springs, Killington and Sun Valley).  The 

schedule of our bus trips should be settled by then and you will hear about that as 

well. We have also asked Judi Fordyce to tell us what has been happening in the ski 

industry in recent times.  Judi brings a wealth of experience in leading trips all over 

the world and has had extensive dealings with ski resorts and the airlines. And, 

finally, at this meeting you will have the opportunity to win some valuable prizes. 

 

The meeting begins at 7:00 PM in the party room at the Holiday Inn; 780 Beta Drive, 

Mayfield Village 44143, (440) 461-9200. Beta Drive is only one intersection east of 

the exit for Wilson Mills Road on I-271. Turn NORTH off Wilson Mills Road at the 

traffic light on to Beta Drive. You will see a sign for the Holiday Inn as you make 

the turn. As usual we will be assembling at 5:15 PM for cocktails, food and 

socializing. You will find us at the back of Alfredo’s. 

 

Please note that Alfredo’s has requested that, because of staffing shortages, we order 

from a limited menu.  We have been assured that you should be able to find 

something satisfactory. 

 

We hope to see you there to kick off our season.  You’ll have a chance to catch up 

with your friends, learn about our 2020 ski schedule, meet our wonderful trip leaders 

and win some valuable prizes.   

 

 

A WORD FROM OUR SOCIAL DIRECTOR 
 

With the easing of the pandemic restrictions we are once again able to schedule our 

very popular EATs  - i.e., Eat Around Town dinners. I want to invite you to host one 

of our upcoming dinners.  Your job would be to suggest a restaurant to me and see 

what dates I have open. Then you would  contact the restaurant about possible dates. 

We usually schedule them on a Monday or Tuesday when the venues are less busy. 

 

 I will be there to assist you with details and to explain the way we usually run these 

dinners.  It is really not very complicated or very much work – and it is a lot of fun 

to introduce your SSC friends to a favorite restaurant. 

 

Please contact me and we can discuss your suggestion.   

 

Patty Costigan 

 

Contact Patty at  pcostig@gmail.com  or (330) 836-0381 
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THE MAJOR TRIPS FOR 2023 
 

 

   

 

SSC Trip to Steamboat Springs, Co  

January 21 -28, 2023 
 

SOLD OUT! 

At this time the SSC trip to Steamboat is sold out.  We have started a waitlist.  

Because we are doing all the registrations through Sports America, if you would like 

to be placed on the waitlist you would need to register but do not send any money.  

You will be notified if a position opens up.  Last year we were able to make a 

substitution 2 days prior to the trip because we could pull from the wait list. Do 

complete the trip registration but do not send money until you are notified by the trip 

leader (Melinda Kellerstrass) that you have a spot for this trip.  The reservation site 

is self -explanatory, simply follow the prompts. If you have questions, contact 

Melinda@suburbanskiclub.org Looking forward to some fun slope time with SSC 

friends.   

For more information about our Steamboat trip and to place your name on the 

wait-list go to: https://www.sportsamerica.com/online/suburbansteamboat  

Warning – do not send money until you have been notified that you have a spot 

by the trip leader.  

 

 

 

mailto:Melinda@suburbanskiclub.org
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SSC Trip to Sun Valley, ID 

March 11 -18, 2023 
 

This trip is basically full.  There is one more room left in our block but there are no 

more air seats available. If anyone is interested in that remaining room, they would 

have to book their own air fare. If you have questions about that or about being put 

on a waiting list, please contact me. 

 

Judi Fordyce 

juditravels@icloud.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SSC Trip to Killington Vermont 

February 12 – February 18, 2023 
 

It was a long and difficult process to put this major trip together, but we are very 

happy that we have been able to again offer an all-inclusive week of skiing at an 

affordable price. Even though we were very late in announcing this trip, the 

response has been strong, and reservations poured in.  And we can now tell you 

that this trip is full. 

 

We are beginning a waiting list and we urge you to contact me if you are 

interested.  February is many months in the future and cancellations because of 

illness, injury etc. would not be surprising. 

  

Joe Sullivan, Trip Leader 

joe@suburbanskiclub.org 

mailto:juditravels@icloud.com
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SSC MEMBERS TOUR ALASKA 

 
In August, a group of SSC friends embarked on a land and sea tour of Alaska. Their 

trip had seen several postponements and delays due to the pandemic, but they finally 

got underway. 

 

They began by flying to Anchorage for the land portion of their trip which included 

the Denali National Park. Then they boarded a Royal Caribbean Cruise ship and 

proceeded south along the coast to Vancouver making several stops along the way 

to see various sights. They were unanimous in saying what a great trip it was and 

they highly recommend it to their SSC friends. 

 

What follows are some selected photos of their great adventure. 

 

 
The group began their trip with a train tour of the Denali National Park.  From the front, June 

Kelley and Ann McBrian; behind them, Lynn and Wayne Miller; behind Lynn Miller are 

Donna and Len Panek, friends of the Millers; behind Wayne on the right are Bill Littell and 

Michele Boim and then Jason Chao and Betsy Wolf behind them.  
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Wayne has Orca on his mind! 

 

 
Ready to set sail 
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Dining on the ship was marvelous.  There is a rumor that a few in this group ate three lobsters! 

 

 

  



 Page 11 of 14 

 

 

ALUMNI GATHERING 

 

 
 

On Thursday evening, August 25th, 57 attended a gathering of SSC alumni at the 

Edgewater Yacht Club.  Some current SSC members were also in attendance. Bill 

Hon reported that it was a wonderful evening calling it a “happy, fun and memorable 

event.” 

 

We want to credit Kathy Porcen Robinson and Phil Robinson for the above photo 

and to thank Linda Hon for sending it along to Ski Trails. 
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In addition, we are grateful to Rick Miller for compiling an album of photos for the 

evening.  However, they are too numerous to publish here, and we invite you to 

check them out at this link:  

 

https://www.icloud.com/sharedalbum/#B14Gv6DhEGxmIdk 

 

You may find it helpful to use this list to identify those in the photos: 

 

#1 Jim Baker, Mary Ellen Noss 

#2 Sue Siefert, Judy Edinger 

#3 John Hersch, Donna Stefano, Linda Hersch 

#4 Phil Robinson, Kathy Porcen Robinson, Roger Newberry 

#5 Al Hensel, Don Nikolai, Eric Konsen 

#6 Sue Konsen, Margie Bakale, Bill Hon, Pat Snyder, Chris Orlowski 

#7 Al Hensel, Pat Nedrich Schron, Tom McKinney 

#8 Phil Robinson, Linda Jarzen Hon 

#9 Cliff Reeves, Tom Brackett, Margo Brackett, Gary Sherck 

#10 Anne Guelcher Jordan, Judy Reeves 

#11 Dave Fryauff, Steve Rajki, Dick Baker, Joyce Rajki 

#12 Neil Rains, Jerry Rattigan, Madeleine Rains, Roger Newberry 

#13 Mark Nemecek, Greg Orlowski 

#14 Ann Dunning, Mary Jo Fryauff 

#15 Tom Dooner, Ed Dooner, Judy Edinger 

#16 Margie Bakale, George Bakale, Carla Silver Newberry 

#17 Rich Miller, George Bakale, Linda Jarzen Hon 
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IN MEMORIAM:  ERICH BERNKOPF 

May 13, 1926 – August 5, 2022 
 

 

Suburban Ski Club lost beloved 

member, Erich Bernkopf, last 

month at the age of 96. Erich was 

one of our club’s treasures.   We 

all looked forward to skiing with 

him or to just being in his 

company.  He was the essence of 

a gentle-man in his quiet and 

unassuming way.  He made 

whatever group he was with a 

better place to be.  All of us 

wanted to be around him. He 

inspired us to emulate him in his 

kindness and humility. 

   

Erich was a legend in SSC.  He 

continued to ski well after his 90th 

birthday and amazed us all with 

his effortless style that was 

something to behold.  His skiing 

might be called old school, but it 

was a thing of beauty. 

 

Erich was born in Austria and was a tool and die maker by trade. He came to the 

United States in 1957 and was hired by Ford Motor Company to work in their 

stamping plant in Walton Hills. 

 

Erich had two sons, Kurt and Eric.  Many of us remember that several times they 

joined their father on SSC ski trips.  We want to extend our condolences to Kurt and 

Eric and to thank them for sharing their father with our club. 

  

Lilly Kron was Erich’s friend for almost 70 years.  Lilly’s husband and Erich became 

friends when they worked together at the Ford plant and their wives became great 

friends as well. Lilly remembers that after they both lost their partners, Erich became 

her skiing buddy and landscaping helper. She remembers Erich as a very kind and 

gentle person.  All of us in our club who knew Erich can attest to that. 
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And so, to our dear friend Erich, we all want to say how much we will miss you, 

how grateful we are to have known you and to tell you that our wish is that you now 

will rest in peace.   

 

 

Erich would not want you to leave this memorial article with only a feeling of 

sadness.  He would want you to be happy and to smile when you think of the good 

times we had together with him.  So, in that spirit, we want to share with you a photo 

taken at a club meeting in 2016 when we presented Erich with a birthday cake to 

celebrate his 90th birthday. 

 

 
 

 
 

There will be a MEMORIAL VISITATION on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 

2022, 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the FERFOLIA FUNERAL HOME, 356 W. 

AURORA RD. (OH RTE 82), SAGAMORE HILLS 

 
 

 

 


