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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

As the 2023 ski season and my term as 

President are coming to a close, I would like 

to thank the following for their service: 

 

Vice President: Beth Silverman 

Treasurer: Ann McBrian 

Acting Secretary: Pat Lewis 

Social Director and EAT Coordinators: Patty 

Costigan and Mary Ellen Noss 

Webmaster/Membership Data Base: Cliff 

Lewis 

Editor of Ski Trails: Joe Sullivan 

CMSC Liaison: John Hersch  

Major Trips Coordinator: Judi Fordyce 

Day Trips Coordinator: June Kelly 

Major Trip Leaders: 

         Steamboat Springs - Melinda Kellerstrass 

         Killington - Joe Sullivan 

         Sun Valley - Judi Fordyce  

 

And all the members of the club for their participation in our many activities. 

 

Thanks to Mary Ellen Noss for hosting the EAT on March 20th at In The Weeds in 

North Royalton. There were about twenty SSC members in attendance.  Check out 

the photos of that dinner and the February EAT later in this Newsletter. 

 

You are invited to join us for a special show put on by the Tamburitzans on 

Sunday, April 23rd at 3:00 PM.  Details including how to order tickets can be found 

on pages 3-5  

 

Long-time member of SSC, Mary Ellen Strong, passed away last month.  Please 

see the “In Memoriam” article in this newsletter. 

 

http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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We held our annual election of club officers and Executive Board members at our 

membership meeting on Thursday, March 30th.  Congratulations to our new club 

President, Gordon Blackburn and all the officers and EB members.  See the 

complete list of their names on page 6. 

 

The final pages of this newsletter feature a photo essay on our trip to Killington 

in February. 

 

It has been a privilege to serve as President this past year. 

 

Tracy Blake 

president@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in April. 

Our database of birthdays is far from complete. Please remember 

to enter your birthday when you renew your membership so we 

can include you in our birthday wishes. 

 

George Bakale (4/10), Mary Breiner (4/11), 

Dick Castele (4/24), Brian Craig (4/14), Chuck Daughters 

(4/13), Andrew Gross (4/24), Don Haldi (4/3), Linda Hon 

(4/17), Will Ivancic (4/11), Mark Leskovec (4/27), Micki 

Lipscomb (4/4), Stanley Sell (4/28), Patricia Snyder (4/13), 

Michelle Webster (4/6), Kathryn Westlake (4/26) and Annette 

Yamada (4/28) 

 
CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

• MEETING: Thursday, March 30, 7:00 PM: Membership Meeting at the 

Holiday Inn 

• EVENT: Sunday, April 23, 3:00 PM: The Tamburitzans at the Breen Center 

for the Performing Arts (See details in the following pages) 

  

 

mailto:president@suburbanskiclub.org
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AN INVITATION TO THE TAMBURITZANS 

 
SSC members are invited to a special show by the famous Tamburitzans on 

Sunday, April 23, 2023, 3:00 PM at the Breen Center for the Performing Arts 

at St. Ignatius High School; 2008 West 30th Street; Cleveland, OH 44113. 

 

Last year past SSC president, Chris Wolf, organized a group of his friends and 

invited a few SSC acquaintances to attend a performance by the troupe. We saw a 

great show and had a wonderful time.  This year Chris is extending the invitation to 

all SSC members. 

 

In what might be called a moment of serendipity, new SSC member, Greg Glova, 

not knowing about last year, contacted us and asked if some club members might be 

interested in the show especially since his daughter is a member of the Tamburitzan 

company.  Greg was ecstatic that plans were already underway to attend again this 

year – and that this time the invitation would be extended to all SSC members. 

 

 

 

Here is Greg and his daughter. In an Email 

to the Editor of Ski Trails he wrote:  

My daughter’s name is Alexandra (Lexi) 

Glova.  She has worked her entire life to be 

a part of the Tamburitzans.  This group 

takes only the best of the best.  Everyone in 

the ski club will be more than satisfied - this 

is an entirely new show this year.  They have 

a new Ukrainian performer that can do 

amazing acrobatics.  You will be impressed. 
 

 

 

 

 

Now in their 86th season, the twenty-six student performers that comprise The 

Tamburtizans are presenting a new show this year entitled “Phoenix – A New 

Dawn,” which features the music, songs and dances of Bulgaria, Croatia, 

Greece, Italy, Romania, Slovenia, as well as from the Jewish tradition.
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The Tamburitzans Story  

It all began in Minnesota in the early 1930s when Dr. A. Lester Pierce met 
tamburitza musicians Matt L. Gouze, Frank Gouze, and Anthony Antoncic. Dr. 
Pierce’s intrigue with the tamburitza or tambura, a stringed lute-like instrument, 
sparked an idea which became one of the world’s finest, longest-running live 
stage shows of its kind. Dr. Pierce negotiated work scholarships for these three 
young musicians and formed “St. Thomas Tamburitza Trio.”  

In 1937, the trio headed east with their musical variety show and stopped in 
Pittsburgh. Impressed with the city’s cultural diversity, the group made a 
permanent home via a work scholarship agreement with Duquesne University. 
This newly formed group would eventually be known as the “Duquesne 
University Tamburitzans.” 
 
The Tamburitzans have expanded their repertoire throughout the past eight decades 
to include a wide variety of folk dance and music representing international cultures. 
Eighty plus years, several international tours, hundreds of performances, and 
hundreds of thousands of audience members, the Tamburitzans show is an annual 
tradition for some, and a delightful new surprise for others. Year after year, 
generation after generation, the Tamburitzans dazzle audiences across the country 
with elaborate costumes and incredibly versatile musicians, singers, and dancers. 
The talented young performers are full-time students who have chosen to continue 
the Tamburitzans legacy by bringing international cultures to the modern stage.  

 

How to Order Tickets 

Send a check to Chris Wolf by April 10th.  Make it payable to him. The price is $30 

for adults and $25 for seniors.   

 

The mailing address for Chris is 8209 Proctor Rd.; Painesville, OH  44077. Be 

sure to include the number of tickets you are ordering at each price along with your 

name and address.  You should also add your phone number and Email in case Chris 

needs to contact you.  Chris will snail mail your tickets to you. 

 

If necessary, you can contact Chris via Email: cnnwolf@roadrunner.com or by 

phone: (440) 537-3785.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cnnwolf@roadrunner.com
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ELECTIONS 

 
On Thursday, March 30th, we held our Annual Election Meeting.  Members elected 

four club officers and seven members of the Executive Board.  We are pleased to 

announce that we have a new president in Gordon Blackburn.  You will be hearing 

from Gordon in the next issue of Ski Trails. We also welcome another new face, 

Holly Kaskey, who takes over management of the day bus trip program. And then 

there is an old face in a new position.  Past President Tracy Blake has generously 

consented to take on the position of secretary which has allowed Pat Lewis to move 

on to being the Membership Meeting Coordinator. 

 

Here is the full list of Officers and EB Members for 2023-2024: 

 

President:  Gordon Blackburn 

 

Vice President: Beth Silverman 

 

Treasurer:  Ann McBrian 

  

Secretary:  Tracy Blake 

 

Social Director:  Patty Costigan 

 

Membership Meeting Coordinator:  Pat Lewis 

 

Webmaster/Membership Data Base: Cliff Lewis 

 

Editor of Ski Trails: Joe Sullivan 

 

Day Trips Coordinator:  Holly Kaskey 

 

Major Trips Coordinator: Judi Fordyce 

 

CMSC Liaison:  John Hersch 
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IN MEMORIAM: MARY ELLEN STRONG 

 
 

 

 

Veteran SSC member, 

Mary Ellen Leuty 

Strong, passed away 

peacefully in her sleep on 

March 1, 2023 after an 

extended illness. Mary 

Ellen had a long teaching 

career that began at 

Chardon High School and 

then for many years at 

Shaker Heights High 

School where she became 

the Director of Women’s 

Athletics. 

 

Mary Ellen participated in 

many SSC ski trips and 

travelled extensively on 

ski trips with friends.  She 

was an avid golfer and a 

member of the Holden 

Arboretum. 

 

 

Mary Ellen was predeceased by her husband, Ed Strong, also an SSC member. She 

is survived by her brother, Elbert “Mike” Leuty and wife Carol; her niece, Heather 

Leuty of Federal Way, WA; and her nephew, John Leuty of Indianapolis, IN.  Also, 

by her stepchildren, David Strong of Fairport Harbor, Ronald Strong, Mark Strong 

and Lori Strong McPherson of the Buffalo area. 

 

Mary Ellen was interred at Chardon Municipal Cemetery.  A Celebration of Life will 

be held at a later date.  Donations in her memory may be sent either to Holden 

Arboretum or Body of Christ Community in Willoughby, Ohio. 
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RECENT EAT DINNERS 
SSC members got together for two Eat Around Town (EAT) events.  One was on 

the last day of February in Lakewood at Georgetown hosted by Cindy Bacon.  The 

other was in North Royalton at In The Weeds hosted by Mary Ellen Noss.  Here 

are some of the happy diners: 
 

At Georgetown 
 

From the left:  Host Cindy Bacon, 

Patty Costigan and Jane 

Leschnik. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clockwise: Joe Sullivan, Carl 

Schiller, Mary Ellen Noss, Linda 

Nash, Chris Ujcich, Kathy 

Westlake, Barb Nagle and 

Annette Yamada 
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At In The Weeds 
   
 

Clockwise:  

Mary Ellen 

Noss, Joe 

Sullivan, 

June Kelley, 

Holly and 

Casey 

Kaskey, Ron 

Howard, 

Cindy 

Ederer, 

Patty 

Costigan, 

Ann 

McBrian and 

Carol 

Vanderberg. 

 

 

 

 

 

Clockwise: 

Mary Ellen 

Carras, 

Frank Bolon, 

Pam Fenn, 

Donna 

Stefano, 

Terre Leske, 

Sue Kohout, 

Kathy Bolon, 

Deb Volchko 

and her shy 

husband, 

Andy  
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February 12 – 18, 2023 
 

 

Here is our Killington group posing in front of New England’s largest fireplace at 

the Killington Mountain Lodge.  

 

Seated on Floor from the left:  Miklos Gratzl, John Roberts, Matt Kacik, Jason 

Chao, Eric Kless, Greg Glova Sr, Greg Glova Jr, Mat Uher 

Seated on Hearth: Joe Sullivan, June Kelley, Cliff Lewis, Holly Kaskey, Frank 

Bolon, Mark Keller, Dona Kless, Billie Kennedy, Wayne Miller, Brian Craig, 

Jessica Craig 

Standing: Cindy Ederer, Bob Anthony, Mary Anthony, Pat Lewis, Patty 

Costigan, Sue Kohout, Sally Young, Bruce Hofius, John Hersch, Lynn Miller, 

Terrie Leske, Ann McBrian 

 

We need to credit Cliff Lewis for this photograph.  Cliff is not only a fast skier, but 

he is also a nimble and quick photographer who was able to jump into this photo. 

See him seated on the hearth in the second row, third from the left. Doesn’t he look 

pleased with himself! 

 

Cliff also assembled a collection of his own photos along with some provided by 

Jason Chao and Lynn Miller. You can see them at this link: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/R9prDnXFtVrmgZ5S6 

 

In addition, John Hesch shared his Killington photos via this link: 

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNDbcnyjBu5szgRSRZ8WfTS1r7XDYEQ

gYFZMBJT4AltESHsbHmDgtUYB69T57n-

vA?key=S01YWWs4ZFpWZTZBVDJnUzgyUUFJeWR0d2hPNkNB 
 

What follows are some selected photos from our trip: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/R9prDnXFtVrmgZ5S6
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNDbcnyjBu5szgRSRZ8WfTS1r7XDYEQgYFZMBJT4AltESHsbHmDgtUYB69T57n-vA?key=S01YWWs4ZFpWZTZBVDJnUzgyUUFJeWR0d2hPNkNB
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNDbcnyjBu5szgRSRZ8WfTS1r7XDYEQgYFZMBJT4AltESHsbHmDgtUYB69T57n-vA?key=S01YWWs4ZFpWZTZBVDJnUzgyUUFJeWR0d2hPNkNB
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNDbcnyjBu5szgRSRZ8WfTS1r7XDYEQgYFZMBJT4AltESHsbHmDgtUYB69T57n-vA?key=S01YWWs4ZFpWZTZBVDJnUzgyUUFJeWR0d2hPNkNB
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Clockwise:  Maddy DeCillo, Mat Uher, Wayne Miller, Eric Kless, June Kelley, Ann 

McBrian, Mary Anthony, Bob Anthony, Jason Chao, Cindy Ederer, Holly Kaskey, Patty 

Costigan and Lynn Miller 

 

 
From the left: Frank Bolon, Ann McBrian, June Kelley, Patty Costigan, Cindy 

Ederer and Holly Kaskey 



 Page 12 of 16 

 
 

 

Pat Lewis posed while husband 

Cliff showed off his photography 

skills. Can you find Cliff in Pat’s 

goggles? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cliff  and Pat Lewis on the slopes.  Note Pat’s goggles are still mirrors. 
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Mark Keller   

(on the right) 

took this selfie 

on the Three  

Amigos.  That’s 

John Roberts 

on the left and 

Matt Kacik  in 

the middle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another trio 

from the left:  

Terry Leske, 

Sue Kohout 

and John 

Hersch. 
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We Went to Okemo on 

Wednesday.   

From the left:  Jason 

Chao, Holly Kaskey, 

Patty Costigan, Eric 

Kless and Mat Uher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our pizza 

dinner on the 

way home 

from Okemo, 

Casey was 

our host and 

our bartender 

– and he also 

did card 

tricks!  
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Our Pizza Night was also Cliff Lewis’s birthday.  In addition to a hearty rendition 

of “Happy Birthday” he got a slice of cake and a candle – but no presents! 

 

 
The ladies did some shop browsing.  From the left are June Kelley, Cindy Ederer, 

Patty Costigan, Holly Kaskey and Ann McBrian 
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On Thursday 

night everyone 

was given a 

stipend for 

dinner on their 

own. 

This group can 

be seen around 

a table at 

“Roots: 

Clockwise: 

Bruce Hofius, 

Sally Young, 

Ann McBrian, 

June Kelley, 

Joe Sullivan, 

John Hersch, 

Holly Kaskey, 

Patty Costigan 

and Cindy 

Ederer. 

 


