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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

Dear SSC Members,  

Following the damaging storms/tornadoes 

that the Cleveland area experienced this 

past week, my wishes go out to all SSC 

members that you avoided personal or 

significant property damage. 

   

Our home remained intact, other than the 

widespread power outage issues.  

Following the notification from the 

Illuminating Co. of a possible prolonged 

outage of several days I, and what felt like 

most of us in the area, went in search of a 

gas-powered generator to keep our 

refrigeration units functional.  Several trips and phone calls to local hardware/home 

supply stores revealed that the supply of generators had been quickly depleted and I 

needed a new strategy/plan.  I expanded my search and was able to identify a source 

several miles from our typical shopping area.  

  

Although I was told there were several units available in the store, I decided to 

purchase one online for in-store pick-up (BOPUS) versus risking a sale of the last 

one while I drove to that store and the associated frustration/disappointment.  Upon 

arrival at the store, a generator was waiting for me, but due to the rapid depletion of 

stock, several other customers in the store were unable to procure one. 

 

As the generator was being loaded into my car, I received a text from my wife that 

the power had just been restored at our home and we no longer needed it. Although 

we avoided a major problem this time, I decided to prepare for the future and keep 

the generator for a more efficient and less stressful response to future power outages. 

….and how does this relate to Suburban Ski Club? 

 

For the past 65 years (yes, SSC is celebrating its 65th birthday this year!) we have 

experienced the pleasure of skiing and friendships through SSC but, like the weather 

http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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conditions, the economy and social environment have changed in that period.  To 

continue to function efficiently, to survive, we cannot depend on the way things have 

always been done.  We must evolve to meet current and expected future changes.  

  

Consider these few changes over the past 43 years…. 

1980:  Average lift ticket: $14,  A gallon of gas: $1.19 Avg Hotel room: $45.44  

1990:  Average lift ticket: $26,  A gallon of gas: $1.15 Avg Hotel room: $65.84  

1993:  Public internet starts  2008:  Vail introduces EPIC pass 

2020:  Average lift ticket: $133,  A gallon of gas: $2.63, Avg Hotel room: $90.92 

 

This year we will be continuing our two major western trips (both are currently full 

but have waiting lists) and one major eastern trip (spots still available).  Big Large 

thanks are due to Major Trip Coordinator Judi Fordyce and Trip Leaders: Ann 

McBrian (Big Sky), June Kelley (Whitefish) and Joe Sullivan (Sunday River) for 

all their efforts to coordinate these offerings.  See updates from each of the Trip 

Leaders in the body of this newsletter.  

  

We will continue our shared large bus day trips with the Lewis Ski Club to defray 

bus costs and avoid cancellations, but we are also introducing some smaller bus day 

trips (max 27 seats) for SSC members only.  For more details read Holly Kaskey’s 

report on page 13 in this newsletter. Holly is our new Bus Trip Coordinator, and 

our thanks go out to her for all her work on the bus trip program. 

 

Monthly General Membership Meetings return this month of September, and the 

Mayfield Holiday Inn will continue to be our base for most meetings, but you will 

also notice some novel venues and social components for a couple of our meetings 

this season.  At this point we will tease you a bit and only say that something special 

is being planned for the November and January meetings. 

 

Socially, we continue to offer the monthly EAT program and a unique picnic 

opportunity is on the schedule for Saturday Sept 23 thanks to the generosity of 

Fran Wesley who is opening her on-the-lake home property in Sheffield for the 

event. You must sign up online to reserve your spot. Please read the details in Social 

Director, Patty Costigan’s report later in this newsletter.   

 

Please note that it is time to renew your membership. Your annual membership 

runs from Sept 1st to August 31st.  “How do I renew?” Glad you asked.  Go to Cliff 

Lewis’s article on pages 7 - 9 and you will find all the information you need. The 

easiest way to renew is to do it online and Cliff guides you through that process.  But 

if you prefer to mail a check and a membership application to Cliff, you can do that 

as well.  
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I am convinced that your membership renewal at $20 is the best investment you are 

likely to make this year! And for those members who no longer ski, we offer a social 

membership at $10 that will get you the monthly newsletter as well as Emails about 

social events. 

 

Finally, I am looking forward to seeing you at our first General Membership Meeting 

of the season at the Mayfield Holiday Inn on Thursday, September 14, 2023. 

Details can be found in the “Calendar of Events.”  The meeting begins at 7:00 PM 

but you may want to join some of your SSC friends for dinner at 5:15 pm. 

 

Gordon Blackburn 

president@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in 

September. Our database of birthdays is far from complete. 

Please remember to enter your birthday when you renew your 

membership so we can include you in our birthday wishes. 

Jessica Craig (9/22), Bryan Knerr (9/15), Beth 

Martin (9/22), Mary Ellen Noss (9/17), Paul Stark (9/1), 

Mathew Uher (9/11) and Fran Wesley (9/12) 

 

 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

• MEETING: Wednesday, September 6: Executive Board Meeting 

• MEETING: Thursday, September 14, 7:00 PM:  First Membership Meeting 

of the Season:  Holiday Inn, Mayfield Village  

• EAT: Wednesday, October 25, 5:15 PM: Houlihans, Westlake 

• SKIING: Saturday, January 20 - Saturday, January 27, 2024: Big Sky, 

Montana 

• SKIING: Sunday, February11 - Saturday, February 17, 2024: Sunday River, 

Maine 

• SKIING: Saturday, March 9 - Saturday, March 16, 2024: Whitefish, 

Montana 

 

mailto:president@suburbanskiclub.org
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COMING EVENTS IN MORE DETAIL 
 

Thursday, September 14, 7:00 PM: First Membership Meeting of the Season  

The meeting begins at 7:00 PM in the party room at the Holiday Inn; 780 Beta Drive, 

Mayfield Village 44143, (440) 461-9200. Beta Drive is only one intersection east of 

the exit for Wilson Mills Road on I-271. Turn NORTH off Wilson Mills Road at the 

traffic light on to Beta Drive. You will see a sign for the Holiday Inn as you make 

your turn. As usual we will be assembling at 5:15 PM for cocktails, food and 

socializing. You will find us at the back of Alfredo’s. 

 

Please note that Alfredo’s has requested that, because of staffing shortages, we order 

from a limited entre menu.  We have been assured that you should be able to find 

something satisfactory whether it is dinner, an appetizer, salad or pizza. 

 

 

Wednesday, October 25, 5:15 PM: EAT at Houlihans in Westlake 

Houlihans is located at 25651 Detroit Rd., Westlake OH 44145. Phone: (440) 808-

9090   Website:   www.houlihans.com/location/houlihans-westlake     

 

We will assemble at the bar at 5:15 PM for socializing and attitude adjustment. We  

sit down for dinner at about 6:30 PM. Houlihans has Happy Hour pricing and on 

Wednesdays they offer half price bottles of wine. They feature an “American” style 

menu and have been rated #5 out of 72 restaurants in the Westlake area. 

 

Please contact Patty Costigan by Friday, October 20th to make your reservation: 

pcostig@gmail.com  or (330) 836-0381 

 

A WORD FROM OUR SOCIAL DIRECTOR 
I want to invite you to host one of our upcoming dinners.  Your job would be to 

suggest a restaurant to me and we could then see what dates we have open. We 

usually schedule them on a Monday or Tuesday when the venues are less busy. 

 

You would be the host, but I will be there to assist you with details and to explain 

the way we usually run these dinners.  It is really not very complicated or very much 

work – and it is a lot of fun to introduce your SSC friends to a favorite restaurant.  

Please see my contact information above and let me hear from you so we can discuss 

your suggestion. 

 

Patty Costigan, Social Director 

 

 

 

http://www.houlihans.com/location/houlihans-westlake
mailto:pcostig@gmail.com
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Happy Diners at the Aaron & Moses Restaurant on August 28th at our last EAT: 

[Even two photos may not have captured everyone.]  

 

 
Around the table from the left: Carol Vandenberg, Cindy Ederer, Fran Wesley, Linda Stead 

(partially hidden), Sue Siefert, Alberta Payton, Linda & Bill Hon, Jim Baker, Linda Nash 

and Ron Howard (standing). 

 

 
Now those missing from the previous photo: At left front, Colette Gschwind and Bill Littell.  At 

right front, Kim Sandler, Mary Ellen Noss and Michele Boim 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A PICNIC ON THE LAKE 
 

 

 
 

Fran Wesley is inviting us to an early Fall picnic at her home. Come join fellow 

SSC members for a grand evening on Lake Erie. 

 

Date and Time: Saturday, September 23 at 3PM to ? (Hope to see a great sunset) 

 

Place: Fran Wesley's Lakeside Home 5029 E. Lake Road; Sheffield, 0H 44054 

 

Casual Summer Attire     Practice your corn hole skills 

 

SSC will supply hotdogs, hamburgers, soft drinks and bottled water.  

Alcoholic beverages are BYOB. 

 

Please bring a potluck dish to share 

 

Cost: $10 per person. Reserve and pay through Suburban Ski website using this 

link: https://www.suburbanskiclub.org/picnic   

 

Reservations due by September 18 and will cap at 36 people 

 

Please contact Patty Costigan with any questions:  

Phone: 330-836-0381 Email: pcostig@gmail.com  
 

https://www.suburbanskiclub.org/picnic
mailto:pcostig@gmail.com
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IT’S MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME 
 

[EDITOR’S NOTE:  Cliff Lewis has written the following article to assist you in 

renewing your club membership.  You can renew the old-fashioned way by mailing 

your check and membership application to Cliff, but you can also renew online. 

Below you can read lots of details on how to use SSC’s website to renew online as 

well as other valuable information on navigating our website. Thank you, Cliff.] 

 

For most members, unless you joined or renewed in the last few months, it is time 

to renew your membership. You have until November 15 to renew at the $20 rate. 

After that, the late-renewal rate is $25. Note: If you have signed up for a major trip, 

it is a good idea to renew soon to give your trip leaders some peace of mind. You 

must be a member for the 2023-2024 season to go on trips. 

 

Renewing on the Suburban Ski Club web site is easy. Just log in at 

https://www.suburbanskiclub.org/user, then click on the Membership link in the 

menu (or go to https://www.suburbanskiclub.org/membership). Near the top of the 

page, you will see an option to “Apply on-line here.” Click on that to go to the 

renewal page. (My feelings won’t be hurt if you don’t read the rest of the page.) 

Scroll down on the next page to choose “Membership Renewal, $20.” Select that 

and click Add to cart. On the next page, click on the Checkout button. 

 

Here are some FAQs to help you get through the checkout process: 
 

I don’t remember my username or password. 

On the login screen, select the option to request a new password. Enter your 

email address (hint: it is the address where you receive your newsletter.) 

You should receive an email with your username and a link to a page where 

you can reset your password. 

 

I requested a new password and nothing happened. 
Unfortunately, email sent from our site often winds up in people’s spam 

folders. If you do not receive the email in a few minutes, check your spam 

folder. 

 

Can’t I just send in a check? 

Yes, you can. The email that this newsletter came in also has a membership 

form attached that you can print and mail in with your check. Or you can 

click the link on the membership page to download a membership 

application. If you have been following the news about security issues 

https://www.suburbanskiclub.org/user
https://www.suburbanskiclub.org/membership
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sending checks in the mail, though, you might want to reconsider and renew 

online. 

 

I can’t get past the checkout page!!! I have clicked on the image of my credit 

card, and I have clicked where it says, “Continue with checkout to complete 

payment.” Nothing works!!! 

Our website is confusing here, and this is the most common cry for help I 

receive. I would change the checkout page if I could, but it is built into the 

software. 

Please ignore the Payment method box. We use PayPal to process all online 

payments. PayPal is pre-selected in the box and you can’t change it. 

Instead, scroll down to the very bottom of the page and click the “Review 

order” button. 

The next page will have a summary of your order. Scroll to the bottom and 

click the “Submit order" button. Now you will be connected to PayPal’s 

secure web site, where you can enter your payment information. 

 

I don’t have a PayPal account. 

You do not need a PayPal account to pay online. When you first get to the 

PayPal page, you will probably see a place to log in. Scroll down the page, 

and you should see an option to “Pay with a debit or credit card.” 

We have had some issues where people who currently or previously had 

PayPal accounts have not been able to find the credit/debit card option. 

Unfortunately, there doesn’t seem to be a solution to that, other than to use 

your PayPal account. (Or sign up using a different email address than the 

one on your PayPal account.) 

 

I’m trying to sign up a friend. How do I do that? 

You need to log out of your account and sign up your friend, creating a new 

account during checkout. Your online user account is also your member 

record. The new member needs to have their own account with their own 

member data. Note that the email address is used to identify the account, and 

each member must have their own unique email address. 

We would prefer to have your friend do the signing up. That way they truly 

agree to the terms and conditions of their own free will. 

 

Can I sign up for more than one year by choosing a quantity greater than 

one? 

The website is not set up to do that automatically. If you purchase more than 

one membership, you will have several memberships in your account, but 

they will still be only good for the current year. 
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If you really want to sign up for more than one year, it can be done, but I 

must do it manually. You can purchase more than one and pay for multiple 

memberships. You will then need to contact me and ask to have them 

applied to future years. 

 

My address and/or contact information has changed. How can I update it? 

The checkout form allows you to enter changes, but that data does not 

automatically get updated in your member record. Instead, you can click on 

“My account” at the top of the page while you are logged in. Select the 

“Address book” tab and scroll down to click “Edit address.” You can make 

your changes there and click “Save address.” (Note: Use the “Edit” tab to 

change your email address or username.) Or you can contact me with the 

changes, and I will update your record. 

 

Cliff Lewis 

cliffskier@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

 

mailto:cliffskier@suburbanskiclub.org
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THE THREE MAJOR TRIPS FOR 2024 
 

Reports from the Trip Leaders of our three major trips follow below.  Each month, 

as we move closer to the trip dates, there will be more reports from the leaders with 

the status of each trip and additional details.  The flyers for each major trip are 

attached to the Email that brought this newsletter. 

  

 

 

Big Sky, Montana 
Saturday, Jan 20  –  Saturday Jan 27, 2024 

 

Our plans for Big Sky Montana are going well. We have one bit of recent news. Due 

to a cancellation, we currently have a spot available for one female. If you want 

that place, simply follow the link to the Sports America website listed below and 

make your reservation. 

 

In addition, you can be put on the waiting list for any future spots that may open up 

by following that same link. You do not need to make a payment until you are 

notified that you have been assigned a spot on the trip. As I write this, there are no 

names on the waiting list.   

 

The trip price is $1,919 but keep in mind this does not include the lift ticket. Lift 

tickets are purchased separately.   

 

What does this trip include? 

• Lodging at The Huntley Lodge – newly renovated double occupancy hotel room  

• Check out the website for resort amenities: www.bigskyresort.com/huntley-lodge     

• Round trip air fare CLE/BOZ – flights are with Southwest (no baggage fees). 

• Ground transportation to and from the airport 

• Baggage handling at the Huntley upon arrival and departure 

http://www.bigskyresort.com/huntley-lodge
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• Delicious HOT breakfast each morning 

• A fun filled week spent with SSC friends. 

 

To make your reservation for the spot that just became open or get on the waiting 

list, go to the Sports America’s web site: 

https://www.sportsamerica.com/online/suburbanbigsky 

 

You may also contact me: treasurer@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

Ann McBrian, Trip Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Sunday River and Sugarloaf, Maine 
Sunday, February 11 – Saturday, February 17, 2024 

 

We are going back to what many consider their favorite New England resort - 

Sunday River.  Added to that will be a day of skiing at Sugarloaf, which has been a 

big hit on our previous trips. 

 

The ET is known for a week of skiing that is all-inclusive.  Five hot breakfasts and 

six buffet dinners are part of the package.  We have always described the ET as a 

bargain trip and despite the rise in cost this year, we can still say that when we 

compare the price to our two other major trips and point out that meals are included. 

 

We still have plenty of places and there is one waiting for you.  However, as you 

read earlier, our major trips have just been announced to the skiing public and we 

expect non-SSC members to join our club and sign up for Sunday River. So, please 

act soon and join us in discovering the wonderful experiences this Eastern Trip has 

waiting for you. 

 

https://www.sportsamerica.com/online/suburbanbigsky
mailto:treasurer@suburbanskiclub.org


 Page 12 of 13 

For details, check out the trip flyer attached to the Email that brought you this 

newsletter.  Feel free to contact me with any questions. 

 

Joe Sullivan 

joe@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Whitefish, Montana 
Saturday, March 9 – Saturday, March 16, 2024 

 
Our club’s trip to Whitefish filled up quickly this summer. I am grateful to all of you 

who responded so early in making your reservations.  

 

Cancellations almost always happen, and I have started a waiting list. Don’t be shy 

about putting your name on the list. There is no cost involved until you make your 

online reservation with Sports America.   

 

Any questions or to be added to the waiting list, please contact me: 

june@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

I’m looking forward to a great western ski trip!! 

 

June Kelley, Trip Leader 

 

 

 

mailto:joe@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:june@suburbanskiclub.org
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SSC’S BUS TRIPS FOR 2024 

 
I am the new Coordinator for SSC’s bus trips.  As the new kid on the block, I want 

to thank our previous Coordinator, June Kelley as well as Beth Silverman and Ann 

McBrian for their valuable assistance. 

 

Along with those three women, I have been working with various ski resorts, 

members of the Lewis Ski Club and the Executive Board of our club to develop our 

bus trip schedule. There are still some important details to be worked out but at this 

time, I am excited to announce the following six bus trips for the 2024 ski season: 

  

Friday, 1/12/2024:  2024 Holiday Valley with Lewis Ski Club 

 

Wednesday, 1/17/2024: TBD, Suburban only trip (on the new smaller bus) 

 

Wednesday, 1/31/24: TBD, Suburban only trip (on the new smaller bus) 

 

Friday, 2/9/24: Holiday Valley with Lewis Ski Club 

 

Wednesday 2/21/24: TBD, with Lewis Ski Club 

 

Wednesday, 2/28/24: TBD, Suburban only trip (on the new smaller bus) 

 

Please note that trip pricing and TBD locations will be announced as soon as we are 

able to do so.   Also note that, as you read in our President’s Message, we are going 

to try something new this year to deal with past problems of not being able to have 

enough SSC skiers to pay for the bus without partnering with another club.  We have 

found a smaller bus option that we think will allow us to run some trips for SSC 

members only. 

 

The Executive Board will be meeting next week and the bus trip schedule for 2024 

will be on the agenda.  We will continue to work with the ski resorts, the bus 

companies and the Lewis Ski Club and hope to have a more complete schedule in 

the coming weeks.  In the meantime, you may want to put the foregoing dates on 

your calendar and make plans for some day trips in 2024. 

 

I am looking forward to a great bus trip season and hope to see you on our trips. 

 

Holly Kaskey, Bus Trip Coordinator 

hkaskey@gmail.com  

 

mailto:hkaskey@gmail.com

