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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Dear SSC Members,  

 

February finds Suburban Ski Club and its 

members in full-ski mode!  Two one day 

trips (Holiday Valley and Peek’n Peak) and 

one weeklong trip (Big Sky, MT) are 

already under our skis with three more day 

trips and two weeklong trips (Sunday 

River, ME and Whitefish, MT) set to go.  

Although Whitefish and Sunday River are 

full, all one-day trips still have openings.  

Check out your opportunities online at the 

Suburban website and sign-up to join in on 

the action and fun. Also see the trip flyers 

and a one-page Ski Calendar attached to the 

Email that brought this newsletter. 

 

Big Sky was an outstanding trip, thanks in large part to Trip Leader Ann McBrian 

who managed all the details efficiently, calmly and with a smile. See a group photo 

and a brief message from Ann later in this newsletter and look for a special report 

on Big Sky later this month. 

 

Suburban Ski Club is able to stay in full-ski mode exclusively as the result of active, 

volunteer, member participation.  Your skiing (and social) opportunities are 

dependent on YOU!   

 

Elections of Club officers will be held at the March meeting (Thursday, March 21st) 

and the February meeting (Thursday, February 8th) is the Nominating Meeting.   

Patrick McPhillips is chairing the Nominating Committee and is putting together a 

slate of candidates. Nominations can also be made at the meeting. If you (or a 

http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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member you have spoken with) are interested in running for a specific office, please 

contact Patrick before 2/5/24 - Phone: (216) 210-1852 or email:  

pjmcphillips@yahoo.com. 

 

Positions available for nominations are President; Vice President; Secretary; 

Treasurer; Major Trip Coordinator; Day Trip Coordinator; Database/Membership 

Chair; Newsletter/Communications Chair; Meeting Coordinator; Social Function 

Chair; Marketing Chair and CMSC Liaison.   

 

In addition to nominations, the February meeting will feature a presentation by Judy 

MacKeigan who is an Historian/Archivist for the Cleveland Metro Parks.  Ms 

MacKeigan’s subject is the people who lived in the Flats from the mid 1800's to the 

present.  The talk is titled, "Exploring the Flats: Up and Down a Crooked River."  

 

We want to welcome two new members to Suburban Ski Club: Scott Emick and 

Mike Varley. We look forward to seeing you on the slopes and at our social events. 

 

I hope to see everyone at our meetings and on our ski trips. 

 

Gordon Blackburn 

president@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in 

February. Our database of birthdays is far from complete. Please 

remember to enter your birthday when you renew your 

membership so we can include you in our birthday wishes. 

 

Tracy Blake (2/16), Brad Carleton (2/21), Judy 

Ernest (2/14), Susan Evan (2/8), Kay Griffin (2/8), Jennie 

Haldi (2/16), Cliff Lewis (2/15), Joseph Mersnik (2/16), Beth 

Silverman (2/16), Andy Volchko (2/24) and John Yingling 

(2/17) 
 

 

mailto:pjmcphillips@yahoo.com
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

• MEETING: Monday, February 5: Executive Board 

• MEETING: Thursday, February 8, 2024, 7:00 PM:  Membership Meeting at 

Holiday Inn, Mayfield Heights – Special Presentation and Nominations for 

Club Officers 

• SKIING: Friday, February 9, 2024: Shared Bus to Holiday Valley with Lewis 

Ski Club and dinner in Ellicottville 

• SKIING: Sunday, February 11 - Saturday, February 17, 2024: Sunday River, 

Maine 

• SKIING: Monday, February 19, 2024 (Presidents’ Day) – a Special “Ladies 

Only” trip to Holiday Valley for New Members 

• SKIING: Wednesday, February 28, 2024: Small Bus to Holiday Valley 

• SKIING: Saturday, March 9 - Saturday, March 16, 2024: Whitefish, 

Montana   

• MEETING: Thursday, March 21, 2024, 7:00 PM:  Membership Meeting at 

Holiday Inn, Mayfield Heights – Election of Club Officers 

COMING EVENTS IN MORE DETAIL 
 

Thursday, February 8, 7:00 PM: Membership Meeting   

The meeting begins at 7:00 PM in the party room at the Holiday Inn; 780 Beta Drive, 

Mayfield Village 44143, (440) 461-9200. Beta Drive is only one intersection east of 

the exit for Wilson Mills Road on I-271. Turn NORTH off Wilson Mills Road at the 

traffic light on to Beta Drive. You will see a sign for the Holiday Inn as you make 

your turn.  

 

This meeting will feature a presentation by Judy MacKeigan.  She is an 

Historian/Archivist for the Cleveland Metro Parks.  Ms MacKeigan’s subject is the 

people who lived in the Flats in the mid 1800's to the present.  The talk is titled, 

"Exploring the Flats: Up and Down a Crooked River." From the first log cabins to 

the vibrant venues of today, the Cleveland Flats have a long and varied history.  This 

program gives an overview of the places and people that built, worked and played 

along the mouth of the Cuyahoga River.   

 

Nominations for Club Officers will be a part of this meeting. 

 

As usual we will be assembling at 5:15 PM for cocktails, food and socializing. You 

will find us in Alfredo’s restaurant. 
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THE THREE MAJOR TRIPS FOR 2024 
 

Reports from the Trip Leaders of our three major trips can be found on the following 

pages. The group from Big Sky has just returned home while the Sunday River 

crowd is packing to leave in just ten days.  The Whitefish skiers must wait until 

March, but they are counting the days and expecting a great Montana experience.  

  

 

 

 

Big Sky, Montana 
Saturday, Jan 20 – Saturday Jan 27, 2024 

 

The club had a very successful week at Big Sky Montana.  It was enjoyed by all with  

a wonderful week of skiing and socializing. The trail conditions were rocky in places 

but that didn't stop us from having a great time. We will be visiting our local ski 

shops for some repairs.  Big Sky offered plenty of open terrain that could be enjoyed 

by everyone and more challenging terrain for the daredevils in our group. This trip 

was one for the books and left us with many awesome memories.  Thanks to all who 

attended.  Each one of you contributed to the success of the trip. 

 

Ann McBrian 

Trip Leader 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: We have many photos of the Big Sky adventure, but the 

publishing deadline has prevented us from including them in this issue of Ski Trails. 

We have a plan to create a special edition of the newsletter later this month.  In the 

meantime, we offer below a photo of the happy Big Sky group: 
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Front Row: Dan Castele, Chris Ujcich, Monica Castele, Joe Zema, Bill Hersch, John 

Hersch, Mike Tuason, Jason Chao 

Second Row: Ann McBrian, Bob & Mary Anthony, Patty Costigan, Jane Leschnik, Sherry 

Clifton, Cindy Bacon, Carol Vandenberg, Lynn Miller, Gordon Blackburn, Andy Volchko, 

Kevin (KC) Flynn, John Yingling. 

Back Row: Ron Friedberg, Betsy Yingling, Patrick McPhillips, Cindy Ederer, Mark Bacon, 

Janet Zema, Wayne Miller, Julia Rutkowski, Maggie Layman, Lori Katona 

Missing from the photo is Audrey Layman 

 

 

 

 

 

      Sunday River and Sugarloaf, Maine 
Sunday, February 11 – Saturday, February 17, 2024 

 

In just ten days, we are going back to what many consider their favorite Eastern Trip 

(ET) destination - Sunday River.  Added to that will be a day of skiing at Sugarloaf, 

which has been a big hit on our previous trips. Reports from both resorts are very 

upbeat about the snow that awaits us. 
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In this space next month, we hope to bring you stories and photos of a grand ET 

experience. Wish us a Bon Voyage!   

 

Joe Sullivan 

joe@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Whitefish, Montana 
Saturday, March 9 – Saturday, March 16, 2024 

 
Dear Fellow Skiers, 

 

We fly to Whitefish in Montana on Saturday, March 9, 2024. We arrive in the 

evening so will have a welcome get together the next day, Sunday, at 5PM in the 

beautiful lobby of the Hotel. This will be followed by a barbecue buffet. 

 

I have scheduled a pre-trip, in person meeting at Simon’s restaurant in Brecksville, 

OH at 5PM on Tues, Feb. 20, 2024.  There, I will give out information about the 

trip: agenda, luggage tags, etc. 

 

I have finalized a mid-week tour of Glacier National Park.  More information about 

that at the pre-trip meeting. Looking forward to a Great Trip, 

 

June Kelley, Trip Leader 

june@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

mailto:joe@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:june@suburbanskiclub.org
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SSC’S BUS TRIPS FOR 2024 

 
Hello SSC Members,  

 

As you know, we had five one-day bus trips planned for 2024. We already ran two 

of them last month.  One was with the Lewis Ski Club on January 12. Check out the  

photos on the next page.  The other was just yesterday to Peek n Peak on our own 

small bus for SSC members only.  

There are three trips remaining and spaces are still available. Two of them are open 

to all SSC members while one is a special “ladies only” trip for new members and 

female members who bring a new member. 

The Friday, Feb 9th trip is another combined trip to Holiday Valley with the Lewis 

Ski Club.  The Wed, Feb 28th trip is the second one on our own small bus.  Between 

them, on Monday, Feb 19, Presidents’ Day, is our “ladies Only” trip to Holiday 

Valley.  This trip is also on the small bus. 

Pick up and drop off locations for the remaining combined trip with Lewis on Feb 

9th will be: 

Westside – Home Depot, Brook Park 

Eastside – Holiday Inn, Mayfield Village 

Far Eastside – Best Friends Restaurant, Geneva (Exit #218 on I90) 

For the SSC small bus trips to Holiday Valley on Feb. 19th and Feb 28th, pick up 

and drop off locations will be: 

Westside – Lakewood Park, Lakewood 

Eastside – Holiday Inn, Mayfield Village 

Far Eastside – Best Friends Restaurant, Geneva (Exit #218 on I90) 

Flyers for each of our bus trips containing all the details you will need were sent 

to you a short while ago in a special Email. They can also be found attached to the 

Email that brought this newsletter as well as on our website. These flyers contain 

a reservation form with instructions on how to register for a trip by mail. We 

encourage online reservations and hope most of our members will reserve that way 

but for those who prefer sending in a check, please use the form. But please be aware 

if you choose to reserve by mail, you will need to allow sufficient time for your 

reservation to arrive and be processed.  For any questions, please contact the Trip 

Leader. 

Holly Kaskey, Bus Trip Coordinator 

holly@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

  

mailto:hkaskey@gmail.com
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SKIING AT HOLIDAY VALLEY ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 12TH 

 
SSC members shared a bus with the Lewis Ski club for a trip to Holiday Valley. 

Although the skiing conditions were not perfect and many trails were closed due to 

lack of snow, it was a surprisingly good time with no lift lines and pleasant temps. 

At the end of the day, the group headed into Ellicottville for some apres ski dining.  

Here is the group before we dispersed to various restaurants: 

 

 

Some SSC movers and shakers met for lunch.  In this group are three past presidents, 

trip leaders, treasurers, secretaries, Executive Board members, a bus trip coordinator, 

and a webmaster. Standing: Joe Sullivan, June Kelley, Chris Wolf and Ann 

McBrian.  Seated: Pat & Cliff Lewis 


